NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - 7/13/08

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

God's word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also

like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the
earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest.
At the Lord's table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world.

Today we celebrate our participation in the Stand With Africa campaign which seeks
to overcome AIDS, banish hunger and build peace in Africa. We will reflect this
emphasis in our liturgy and music.

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship,
we will begin the liturgy.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need,
and all of God's creation.

A brief silence.

God of life, send your Word to dwell in our hearts. Give the people of your church
compassionate wisdom to carry your Word to those who long for hope and peace.
Hear us, O God,;

your mercy is great.

Send your Spirit to hover over the earth and the seas. Enrich the soil and purify the
water that will make the seeds of the earth flourish. Hear us, O God;
your mercy is great.

Send your peace to reign over the nations. Orchestrate creative and fervent dialogue
between nations that otherwise struggle to coexist. Hear us, O God,;
your mercy is great.

Send your grace in the midst of despair. Scatter your goodness among those who
suffer with pain and iliness (especially). Hear us, O God,;
your mercy is great.



Send your wisdom to a confused world. Ignite the flame of learning and understanding
in all people, that the gifts you give are able to develop and be used. Hear us, O God,;
your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Send the promise of life to those who live in fear of death. Plant in us the hope of the
saints who have gone before us in the name of Christ. Hear us, O God;
your mercy is great.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Lector: Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is
from......ccauu... chapter of ......, VErSES ........ ” then the text. )

Introduction

God's word to Israel's exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their
return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by
trees that clap their hands.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 55:10-13

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which | purpose,

and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

For you shall go out in joy,

and be led back in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you

shall burst into song,

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;



and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Introduction

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish
what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its slavery. The Spirit
now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of
resurrected life.

NEW TESTAMENT READING: Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,
so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according
to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their
minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law — indeed it cannot, and those who are
in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is
in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Introduction

In Matthew's gospel, both Jesus and his disciples "sow the seed" of God's word by
proclaiming the good news that "the kingdom of heaven is near.”" Now, in a memorable
parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who
hear.



GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: "Listen!
A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let
anyone with ears listen!"

Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this
is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on
account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good saoil,
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty."

The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



