December 18", 2011 Fourth Sunday of Advent

Introduction to the Day

God keeps the promise made to David, to give him an everlasting throne. The angel tells
Mary that God will give David's throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed by Gabriel's
greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, "Count me
in." We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery
hard to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say,
"Count us in."

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will
begin the liturgy.

Prayers of the People
Walking in the light of the coming Savior, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
who await God's justice.

A brief silence.

Pour out your Spirit on the church, that its leaders and all the baptized may answer your
call to be bearers of the revelation of your love for the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Restore wetlands and forests, waterways and the vast sky, mountains and canyons, and
enable us to live in harmony with the natural world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Unseat from their thrones those who use their power to exploit others, and raise up
leaders in our nation and throughout the world who will work for justice and peace. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Look with favor on the sick, the lonely, victims of war and of domestic violence, the
homeless, and those living in poverty. Fill them all with good things. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Remember with mercy the children of our congregation, that their excitement and
anticipation during this season matures into joy and lasting peace in the revelation of the
gift of your Son. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Here other intercessions may be offered.

With thanksgiving for the faithful witness of Mary and all the saints who have responded
to your steadfast love, inspire us also to be servants of your will. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
steadfast love and faithfulness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Lector: Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from
the.... chapter of ...” - then read the text.)

First Reading — Instead of David building a house (temple) for the Lord, the Lord
promises to establish David's house (dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the
Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel
remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, the Lord's
anointed.

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all
his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, "See now, | am living in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all
that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you."

But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my

servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? |
have not lived in a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to
this day, but | have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever | have moved
about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders
of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why have you not
built me a house of cedar?" Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus
says the LORD of hosts: | took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be
prince over my people Israel; and | have been with you wherever you went, and have cut
off all your enemies from before you; and | will make for you a great name, like the name
of the great ones of the earth. And | will appoint a place for my people Israel and will
plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that | appointed judges
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the
LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. Your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.



The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 89: 1-4
Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
For I am persuaded that your steadfast love
is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
"I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
| have sworn an oath to David my servant:
'l will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.

*GOSPEL READING - In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with
good news for ordinary people (Mary) from littleknown places (Nazareth). This king will
not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the
role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in his gospel.

Luke 1:26-55

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How
can this be, since | am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am |, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word."” Then the angel departed
from her.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,
where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard
Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes
to me? For as soon as | heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped



for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was
spoken to her by the Lord."

And Mary said,

"My soul magnifies the Lord,

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.

His mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.

He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;

he has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy,

according to the promise he made to our ancestors,

to Abraham and to his descendants forever."”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



