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 2014   FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

Introduction to the Day  
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the 

man born blind healed by Christ. I was blind, but now I see, declares the man. In baptism 

God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God's beloved sons and daughters. As 

David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us 

to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 

 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will            

begin the liturgy. 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People 

Returning to the Lord, our God, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of God's 

creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Anoint your church, O God, so that as children of light we shine brightly in a world that 

longs to know you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Restore the green pastures and still waters of this earth and lead us to be responsible 

stewards of all that you have created. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

Shepherd all peoples. Break the barriers of hatred and prejudice between those of 

different races, faiths, genders, age, ability, and sexual orientation, that we live peaceably 

together. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Bring goodness and mercy to all who suffer, that they not want for anything. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Be present in this assembly and open our eyes so that we look, not on outward 

appearance, but upon one another's hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

You have prepared a table for all who believe in you. We give you thanks for all our 



brothers and sisters in Christ who now dwell in your house forever. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abundant mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from 

the…. chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING – Because we now live in the divine light that is Jesus Christ, we 

conduct our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly 

pleasing to God. 

 

Ephesians 5:8–14 

 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light 

— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out 

what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 

expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but 

everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is 

light. Therefore it says, 

"Sleeper, awake! 

Rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING – Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that 

he regards as spiritual blindness to the things of God. 

 

John 9:1–41 

Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


