
April 6
th

 2014   FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

Introduction to the Day  
In today's gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. 
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile 

or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God's promise of resurrection. 
In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. 
 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will            
begin the liturgy. 

 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
Returning to the Lord, our God, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of God's 

creation. 

 

A brief silence. 
 

Pour out your Spirit upon your church so that your people speak words of life to dry 
bones. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 
Bring newness of life to all of creation: to animals, plants, lands, and sea, that they be 

refreshed. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Unbind all nations, peoples, and tribes from violence and war. Breathe the breath of new 
life and reconciliation where there is conflict. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 
Stir up your healing power to redeem from illness all those who wait upon you, that they 

know your steadfast love. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

Inspire this congregation to honor and lift up the gifts of all artists and musicians, that 
your glory may be revealed. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  

 

We give you thanks for all the saints who have been lifted up to live with yo u in light 

eternal. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Into your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in 



your abundant mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 
Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from 

the…. chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST READING – Ezekiel's vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel 
as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through God's life-giving 

spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that "I am the 
Lord." 

 

Ezekiel 37:1–14 

 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around 

them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, 
"Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to 
me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 

Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And 
you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 

place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will 
act, says the LORD." 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 130 

Out of the depths 

     I cry to you, O LORD; 



O LORD, hear my voice! 
     Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.  

If you were to keep watch over sins,  
     O LORD, who could stand? 

Yet with you is forgiveness, 
     in order that you may be feared.    
I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 

     in your word is my hope. 
My soul waits for the Lord 
more than those who keep watch for the morning,  

     more than those who keep watch for the morning.  
O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;  

     with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.  
For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
     from all their sins. 

 

 

 

 


