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th

 2014  THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Introduction to the Day  
The welcome of baptism is for all God's children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the 

power of sin and death. In today's gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a 

cup of cold water to the little ones serves Christ himself. From worship we are sent on 

our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of this world and to be a sign of God's 

merciful welcome. 

 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will            

begin the liturgy. 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
Strengthened by the Spirit who gives us words to speak and hearts that care, let us bring 

our hopes and needs to God who listens. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Fill your church with bold witnesses who will work for justice, serve with compassion, 

share your love, and spread the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Pour out your Spirit on those without access to fresh water, and on those who dig wells to 

provide it for them, that they may be refreshed. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Stir in the hearts of those who thirst for justice, that they bring peace, speak out against 

oppression, and preserve human dignity across the globe. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Make families everywhere be places of safety, encouragement, and love. Protect and 

uphold healthy relationships between husbands and wives, parents and children, friends 

and neighbors, and all your people. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Wherever there is brokenness, bring healing. Bind up our wounds, teach us compassion, 

and dry our tears. Be especially with those we name now. Give them comfort, 

reconciliation, and hope. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Thank you for those who through their words and deeds have passed on the faith from 

one generation to the next. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



 

We lift our prayers to you, God of mercy, confident that all things are in your hands. In 

Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from 

the…. chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 

 

 

PSALM -  

 

Psalm 13   

 

How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? 

     How long will you hide your face from me? 

How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, 

and grief in my heart, day after day? 
     How long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God; 

     give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

lest my enemy say, "I have defeated you," 
     and my foes rejoice that I have fallen.    

But I trust in your unfailing love; 

     my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

I will sing to the LORD, 
     who has dealt with me richly. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING – When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns 

them of persecution and hardships they will face. He also promises to reward any who 

aid his followers and support their ministry. 

 

Matthew 10:40-42 

 

Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes  

the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet 

will receive a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in  

the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and  

whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name  

of a disciple — truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 


