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 2014  FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Introduction to the Day  
God's word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. God is like 

the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. 

Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the 

Lord's table we are fed with the bread of life, that we may bear fruit in the world. 

 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will            

begin the liturgy. 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
Strengthened by the Spirit who gives us words to speak and hearts that care, let us bring 

our hopes and needs to God who listens. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Merciful God, you give your word to guide, correct, teach, and inspire. Draw us into your 

story, and give us wisdom, understanding, and obedient hearts as we follow your Son 

Jesus. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Loving Creator, the amazing cycle of birth, growth, and death sustains your creation. We 

pray that you would deliver our land from draught, bring forth an abundant harvest, and 

teach us to cherish life in all its forms and stages. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Lord Jesus, we humbly pray that you would bring peace where there is war, and sow love 

where there is hatred. Convict the hearts of world leaders so they are willing to set aside 

their prejudices, put down their weapons, and work together for the good of all people. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We live in a land of plenty, and still there are those without enough to eat. Give us 

generous hearts towards those who are hungry. Bless the hands of those who work so that 

others might eat. Thank you for those in our church who serve in ministries that feed the 

hungry. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Raise up leaders for your church who will tend to your harvest. We lift up seminaries and 

church colleges, those serving on our Council and all those serving in our ministries as 

they use their gifts and live out their calling to honor you, God. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 



 

Bless the memory of those who now worship at your eternal throne and bless those who 

worship in hopeful expectation of your eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, God of mercy, confident that all things are in your hands. In 

Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen. 
 

Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from 

the…. chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 

 

 

FIRST READING - God’s grace is more radical than we can imagine. While our 

tendency is to think we need to deserve his grace, God knew that method of salvation 

would never work, because we will never be able to live up to God’s standard of 

righteousness! In his lovingkindness, God sent Christ to accomplish what we through the 

law would never be able to do: condemn sin and free us from its slavery. When we follow 

God’s Spirit we are empowered to live in loving obedience to God and in loving 

community with all people.  

 

Romans 8:1–11 

 

So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. And because you 

belong to him the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that 

leads to death. The Law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our 

sinful nature. So God did what the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like 

the bodies we sinners have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us 

by giving his Son as a sacrifice for our sins. He did this so that the just requirement of the 

law would be fully satisfied for us, who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead 

follow the Spirit. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING – In Matthew's gospel, both Jesus and his disciples "sow the seed" 

of God's word by proclaiming the good news that "the kingdom of heaven is near." Now, 

in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in 

those who hear. 

 

Matthew 13:1–9 

 

That same day Jesus left the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 



Then he told them many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: ‘Listen! A 

farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, 

and the birds came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky places, where it did not have 

much soil. The seed sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But the plants soon 

wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. Other seed fell 

among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on fertile soil, 

where it produced a crop - thirty, sixty and even a hundred times as much as had been 

planted! Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


