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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
July 20 2014 

The pastor or worship leader will read the regular print text.  
The congregation will read/sing the bold text. 

Please stand, as you are able, for sections marked with an asterisk *. 
 
PREPARING TO ENCOUNTER GOD IN WORSHIP 
We invite you to sing or pray as we quiet our minds to hear God’s voice  
and open our hearts to feel his presence. 
 

♪ “Let Everything That Has Breath” 

♪ “Where Could I Go?” (Psalm 139) 
 
WELCOME  
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
* GATHERING SONG 

♪ “Blessed Assurance” 
 
* GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God from which nothing can separate us, 
and the life-giving Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Amen. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Faithful God, most merciful judge,  
you care for your children with parental guidance and compassion.  
Nurture us by your Spirit 
that we may be rooted in the way of your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
*  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 



who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
      
In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our minds, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God our strength, 
we confess that we are captive to the power of sin  
that dwells within us. 
We put ourselves first and others last. 
What we think will make us happy leaves us longing for more. 
Even when we want to do what is good,  
we find ourselves doing the opposite. 
Rescue us from death's grip on our lives, and raise us up day by day, 
that we may be alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Sisters and brothers, 
we all have fallen short of the glory of God, 
therefore we are justified by God's grace as a gift. 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in + Christ Jesus, 
in whom we have forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
* SHARING THE LORD'S PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
All are invited to share a handshake or a hug as a sign of reconciliation and peace, 
saying “Peace be with you.” 
 
Children age 3 through grade 8 may go to Sunday School. 
 
FIRST READING             Genesis 28:10–19a 
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and 
stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of 
the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed 
that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and 
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the LORD stood 



beside him and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and 
the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your 
offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; 
and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 
Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you." Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is 
in this place — and I did not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, "How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven." 
So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put 
under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He 
called that place Bethel. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                   Romans 8:12–25 
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh — for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led 
by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When 
we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified 
with him. 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing 
for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to 
futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, 
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 
we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But  
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



* PREPARING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 

♪ “The Steadfast Love of the Lord” (ref.) 
 
* GOSPEL READING            Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 
He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody 
was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went 
away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 
well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, did you 
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He 
answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want 
us to go and gather them?' But he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you 
would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until 
the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first 
and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'" 
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples  
approached him, saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the  
field." He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;  
the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the  
weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the  
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the  
weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  
The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom  
all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of  
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous  
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears  
listen! 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON – “What Do We Do About the Weeds?” (Matthew 13:24–30, 36–
43) 
Spiritual reflection. 
 
SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

♪ “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



* GATHERING OF GIFTS  
In recognition that all that we have and all that we are come from God, we return a portion of 
our wealth for the Lord's work here and around the world, we offer our talents that he  
may use them for his purpose, and we dedicate our lives to serve God and our neighbors.  
 
* PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS  

♪ “New Doxology” – vs. 1,2 
 
* PRAYER OF THANKS  
God of mercy and grace, 
the eyes of all wait upon you, 
and you open your hand in blessing. 
Fill us with good things at your table, 
that we may come to the help of all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor continues with the Eucharistic Prayer, concluding: 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death,  
his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
as we ought but as we are able. 
We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 



may be filled with your boundless love and grace. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
   
* LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.                                                  
Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
   and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever.  Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 We invite all to share in Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the 
Eucharist.  We believe that Jesus Christ is present in and with the bread and wine. We 
receive this sacrament in remembrance of what God has done for us through the  
death and resurrection of Jesus.  
You may either eat the bread and drink from the common cup of wine (first chalice)  
or hold the bread and dip it in the grape juice (second chalice). Gluten-free wafers are  
available; just give Pastor the “OK” sign as you come forward to receive the bread.   
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 Some people wish to receive communion every week, others less often. Please do what is 
meaningful and comfortable for you.  If you prefer to receive communion while seated, 
indicate this to an usher.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS 

♪ “Beautiful Savior” 

♪ “Jesus, Your Name” 
 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
we thank you that you have fed us  
in a way our hearts can understand, 



with the saving body and blood of Jesus Christ. 
Enliven us by your presence in this meal, 
that we may be your presence in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
* SENDING SONG 

♪ “Let Us Enter In”` 
 
PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD  
We are called to make Christ known by our words and actions - in our church family,  
in our local community and throughout the world. 

 
* BENEDICTION AND SENDING 
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father,  
who loved us and by his grace gave us everlasting comfort and good hope,  
encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good work and word.  
(2 Thessalonians 2:16-17) 
Amen.  
  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
* POSTLUDE  
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