
August 10
th

 2014  NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Introduction to the Day  
There are times in our lives when God seems hidden to us, times when we face  

pain and hardship and we wonder what it means to have faith or to trust in God’s love  

and care for us. Our message today with wrestle with these things in an effort to increase  

our capacity to see – as the Apostle Paul prays – with the eyes of our hearts. 

 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will            

begin the liturgy. 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
Filled by the Spirit, let us join the whole people of God in Christ Jesus in praying for the 

church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Jesus, for those who find themselves in a pit of discouragement or despair, not knowing 

when or how you will deliver them, we ask fervently that you give them glimpses of your 

guidance and strengthen their capacity to trust you for what they cannot right now see. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You have given us vast seas, great lands, and abundant natural resources to feed a hungry 

planet. Give us also grateful hearts and willing hands to care for these good gifts. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, draw close to all those we see day after day on the news who live in fear 

and are suffering terrible loses because of the ravages of war. Move mightily in the hearts 

and minds of leaders to be willing to do what is necessary and right to bring peace and an 

end to the travesty of violence across our world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, we know there is conflict and pain right here at home and in our own families. We 

pray that you will enable all of us to turn to you in humility and seek your wisdom for the 

discord we face. We ask that your comfort would fill aching souls and mend broken 

hearts to bring a vision of hope for the future.   

Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

 

 

Faithful One, thank you for all the saints who have gone before us. We take heart in your 



saving grace, which reaches out to us across all eternity. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from 

the…. chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 
 

GOSPEL READING – Matthew's gospel typically portrays Jesus' disciples as people of 

"little faith" who fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus 

comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and 

doubt. 

 

Matthew 14:22-27 

 

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 

other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a 

mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat 

was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind 

was against it. During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on 

the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a 

ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take 

courage! It is I. Do not be afraid." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

READING from the HEBREW SCRIPTURES     

The book of Genesis offers us several accounts of the ancient Hebrew patriarchs 

beginning with Abraham and Isaac. Now we come to the account of Jacob and his sons. 

On the one hand, we see the very human challenges that occurred in these ancient family 

relationships that remind us of our own today; while on the other hand, we begin to get a 

glimpse of how God may be involved in our lives in ways we least suspect and may 

hardly understand.  

 

Genesis 37:1–28 

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. 

This is the account of the family of Jacob. Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was 

shepherding the flock with his brothers, the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's wives; 

and Joseph brought their father a bad report about them. Now Israel loved Joseph more 

than any of his other sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a 

richly ornamented robe. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than 

any of them, they hated him, and could not speak a kind word to him.  



Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the 

more. He said to them, "Listen to this dream I had: We were binding sheaves of grain out 

in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered 

around mine and bowed down to it." His brothers said to him, "Do you intend to reign 

over us? Will you actually rule us?" And they hated him all the more because of his 

dream and what he had said. Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. 

"Listen," he said, "I had another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars 

were bowing down to me." When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father 

rebuked him and said, "What is this dream you had? Will your mother and I and your 

brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before you?" His brothers were 

jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind.  

Now his brothers had gone to graze their father's flocks near Shechem, and Israel 

said to Joseph, "As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, 

I am going to send you to them." "Very well," he replied. So he said to him, "Go and see 

if all is well with your brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to me." Then he 

sent him off from the Valley of Hebron. When Joseph arrived at Shechem, a man found 

him wandering around in the fields and asked him, "What are you looking for?" He 

replied, "I'm looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are grazing their 

flocks?" "They have moved on from here," the man answered. "I heard them say, 'Let's 

go to Dothan.'" So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan.  

But they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill 

him. "Here comes that dreamer!" they said to each other. "Come now, let's kill him and 

throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then 

we'll see what comes of his dreams." When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him 

from their hands. "Let's not take his life," he said. "Don't shed any blood. Throw him into 

this cistern here in the desert, but don't lay a hand on him." Reuben said this to rescue 

him from them and take him back to his father.  

So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe-- the richly 

ornamented robe he was wearing-- and they took him and threw him into the cistern. 

Now the cistern was empty; there was no water in it. As they sat down to eat their meal, 

they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were 

loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to 

Egypt.  

Judah said to his brothers, "What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up 

his blood? Come, let's sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, 

he is our brother, our own flesh and blood." His brothers agreed. So when the Midianite 

merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for 

twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  

 


