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TLPC is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We welcome you to worship and grow with us 
as we live in God’s amazing grace!  Please join us for fellowship and 
refreshments after the service, and let us know how we may serve you.  
 
Supervised childcare for infants is available in the nursery. 
 
Sunday School is offered for children age 3 through grade 8 following the 
opening liturgy.  They will re-join us in worship for communion. 
 
Sheet music, large print bulletins, assistive listening devices and lap 
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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 17, 2014 

The pastor or worship leader will read the regular print text.  
The congregation will read/sing the bold text. 

Please stand, as you are able, for sections marked with an asterisk *. 
 
PREPARING TO ENCOUNTER GOD IN WORSHIP 
We invite you to sing or pray as we quiet our minds to hear God’s voice  
and open our hearts to feel his presence. 
 

♪ “The Heart of Worship” 

♪ “Be Still and Know” 
 
WELCOME  
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
* GATHERING SONG 

♪ “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” – vs. 1,3,5,6 
 
* GREETING 
The lovingkindness of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the trustworthiness of our faithful God, 
and the reassuring presence of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Amen. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Loving God, 
like Joseph, we don’t always understand  
why things happen the way they do;  
why our plans and dreams fail,  
and we find ourselves facing challenge after challenge  
and disappointment after disappointment. 
Yet, like Joseph, we also believe that you are at work in our lives,  
and that you have a larger plan and purpose for each one of us. 
Give us faith to trust in you no matter what challenges we face.  
Give us courage to place our dreams and ambitions in your hands,  
 
 



and then follow where you lead,  
confident that your loving presence goes with us. 
Amen. 
 
*  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
      
In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our minds, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God our strength, 
we confess that we are captive to the power of sin  
that dwells within us. 
We put ourselves first and others last. 
What we think will make us happy leaves us longing for more. 
Even when we want to do what is good,  
we find ourselves doing the opposite. 
Rescue us from death's grip on our lives, and raise us up day by day, 
that we may be alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Sisters and brothers, 
we all have fallen short of the glory of God, 
therefore we are justified by God's grace as a gift. 
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in + Christ Jesus, 
in whom we have forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. 
Amen. 
 
* SHARING THE LORD'S PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
All are invited to share a handshake or a hug as a sign of reconciliation and peace, 
saying “Peace be with you.” 



Children age 3 through grade 8 may go to Sunday School. 
 
FIRST READING               Genesis 45:1–15; 50:15-21 
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by  
him, and he cried out, "Send everyone away from me." So no one stayed with 
him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly 
that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said 
to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could 
not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. 
He said, "I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do 
not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God 
sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these 
two years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing 
nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, 
and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, 
but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 
'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to 
me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near 
me, you and your children and your children's children, as well as your flocks, 
your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there — since there are 
five more years of famine to come — so that you and your household, and all 
that you have, will not come to poverty.' And now your eyes and the eyes of 
my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must 
tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. 
Hurry and bring my father down here." Then he fell upon his brother 
Benjamin's neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed 
all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with 
him. 
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did 
to him?" So they approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction 
before he died, 'Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers 
and the wrong they did in harming you.' Now therefore please forgive the 
crime of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke 
to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, "We are 
here as your slaves." But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I in the 
place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it 
for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have 



no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones." In this way he 
reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
       
PSALM                       Psalm 67 
May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
     may the light of God's face shine upon us. 
Let your way be known upon earth, 
     your saving health among all nations. 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
     let all the peoples praise you. 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
     for you judge the peoples with equity 
     and guide all the nations on earth.    
Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
     let all the peoples praise you. 
The earth has brought forth its increase; 
     God, our own God, has blessed us. 
May God give us blessing, 
     and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.     
 
* PREPARING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 

♪ “Firm Foundation” (ref.) 
 
* GOSPEL READING               Matthew 15:21–28 
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, "Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon." But 
he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 
"Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us." He answered, "I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." But she came and knelt before 
him, saying, "Lord, help me." He answered, "It is not fair to take the children's 
food and throw it to the dogs." She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters' table." Then Jesus answered her, "Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her daughter was 
healed instantly. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



SERMON – “God At Work” (Genesis 45:1–15; 50:15-21) 
Spiritual reflection. 
 
SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

♪ “He Leadeth Me” vs. 1,2,4 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
      
* GATHERING OF GIFTS  
In recognition that all that we have and all that we are come from God, we return a portion of 
our wealth for the Lord's work here and around the world, we offer our talents that he  
may use them for his purpose, and we dedicate our lives to serve God and our neighbors.   
      
* PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS  

♪ “Give Thanks” 
 
* PRAYER OF THANKS  
God of mercy and grace, 
the eyes of all wait upon you,  
and you open your hand in blessing. 
Fill us with good things at your table, 
that we may come to the help of all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor continues with the Eucharistic Prayer, concluding: 
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 



Remembering, therefore, 
 his acts of healing,  
 his body given up, 
 and his victory over death, 
 we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
 will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
 as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
 so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
 that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father,  
 with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
      
* LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven.                                                  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever.  Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 We invite all to share in Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the 
Eucharist.  We believe that Jesus Christ is present in and with the bread and wine. We 
receive this sacrament in remembrance of what God has done for us through the  
death and resurrection of Jesus.  
You may either eat the bread and drink from the common cup of wine (first chalice)  
or hold the bread and dip it in the grape juice (second chalice). Gluten-free wafers are  
available; just give Pastor the “OK” sign as you come forward to receive the bread.   
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 Some people wish to receive communion every week, others less often. Please do what is 
meaningful and comfortable for you.  If you prefer to receive communion while seated, 
indicate this to an usher.  



COMMUNION SONGS 

♪ “Guide My Feet” 

♪ “In My Life, Lord” 
 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord of heaven and earth, 
we thank you that you have fed us in a way  
our hearts can understand, 
with the saving body and blood of Jesus Christ. 
Enliven us by your presence in this meal, 
that we may be your presence in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
     
* SENDING SONG 

♪ “Firm Foundation” 
 
PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD  
We are called to make Christ known by our words and actions - in our church family,  
in our local community and throughout the world. 
 
* BENEDICTION AND SENDING 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him,  
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
* POSTLUDE  
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24019. 

 


