
August 17
th

 2014  TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Introduction to the Day  
Times of despair and confusion may cause us to feel alone and wonder how God is 

present in our lives.  In today’s reading from Genesis, Joseph describes how God is at 

work to bring about good over time even when people intend evil.  

 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will            

begin the liturgy. 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
Filled by the Spirit, let us join the whole people of God in Christ Jesus in praying for the 

church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Lord, your house is a house of prayer for all peoples, all outcasts, and all who love your 

name. Reach into our hearts and focus our attention on this central mission of your 

gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Embrace all of creation in your loving arms and show us a better way to care for your 

earth. Increase our understanding of the atmosphere and oceans, and help us protect 

endangered species. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

You ask us to maintain justice and do what is right, that all nations know peace. Uphold 

those international organizations striving to work together for the good of all. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Shine your face upon those in need of healing for bodies, minds, and spirits. Strengthen 

our faith and fill us with hope as we humbly kneel before you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Open our hearts to the visitors among us, and to their gifts and questions. Fill them with 

your welcoming presence. Watch over those who are absent and bring them safely home. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

As you gather the faithful who have died into your eternal home, remind us of everything 

they have taught us in your name. Thank you for their presence among us. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



 

Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from 

the…. chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 
 

 

FIRST READING - Moved to tears by Judah's plea on behalf of Benjamin, Joseph 

declares, "I am Joseph!" and asks, "Is my father still alive?" The evil intent of the 

brothers had been trumped by God's using Joseph to preserve many lives at a time of 

famine. 

 

Genesis 45:1–15; 50:15-21 

 

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he 

cried out, "Send everyone away from me." So no one stayed with him when Joseph made 

himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the 

household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still 

alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. He said, "I 

am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or 

angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 

life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 

which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for 

you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 

sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 

ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says 

your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 

You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children 

and your children's children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I 

will provide for you there — since there are five more years of famine to come — so that 

you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.' And now your 

eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 

You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen. 

Hurry and bring my father down here." Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck 

and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept 

upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph's brothers said, "What if Joseph still bears a 

grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?" So they 

approached Joseph, saying, "Your father gave this instruction before he died, 'Say to 

Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming 

you.' Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father." 

Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, 

and said, "We are here as your slaves." But Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid! Am I 

in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for 



good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I 

myself will provide for you and your little ones." In this way he reassured them, speaking 

kindly to them. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

PSALM – Psalm 67 

May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

     may the light of God's face shine upon us. 

Let your way be known upon earth, 
     your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

     let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
     for you judge the peoples with equity 

     and guide all the nations on earth.    

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

     let all the peoples praise you. 

The earth has brought forth its increase; 
     God, our own God, has blessed us. 

May God give us blessing, 

     and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.     

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING – Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the 

heart rather than outward religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is 

tested when a woman considered to be pagan and unclean approaches him for help. 
 

Matthew 15:21–28 

 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a 

Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, "Have mercy on me, 

Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon." But he did not answer her at 

all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, "Send her away, for she keeps 

shouting after us." He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." 

But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me." He answered, "It is not fair 

to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the 

dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." Then Jesus answered her, 

"Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her daughter was 

healed instantly. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


