
August 31
st
 2014  TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

Introduction to the Day  
Today’s scripture readings focus on God’s call to discipleship and leadership.  In the 

reading from Exodus, Moses is tending the sheep of his father-in-law when God 

commissions him to lead the way to freedom out of slavery in Egypt.  Though Moses is 

reluctant, God assures Moses that God will be with him and that he will have the power 

to fulfill what God calls him to do. In the reading from Matthew, Jesus calls disciples to 

deny one’s self, take up the cross and follow Jesus.  Together, the readings invite us to 

reflect on God’s particular call to us, those things which may cause us to be reluctant, 

and God’s presence to empower us.     

 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will            

begin the liturgy. 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
Filled by the Spirit, let us join the whole people of God in Christ Jesus in praying for the 

church, those in need, and all of God's creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

O Lord, you know and see all that your baptized accomplish across the church universal. 

Prove us and try us; test our hearts and minds as we walk in faithfulness with you. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

As the summer breezes wane, and forests and foliage begin their colorful journey into 

fall, make us ever mindful of these earthly blessings and renew our zeal to care for your 

creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Teach us to live peaceably with all nations, our enemies, and those who seek to do us 

harm. Bring light into the dark corners of the world and give courage to organizations 

that seek to overcome evil with good. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

When our pain is unceasing, give us patience in suffering. When our wounds refuse to be 

healed, remember us with your mercy. When hope seems lost, remind us that you are 

with us always. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

As we rally our congregation's time, talents, and resources, remove the stumbling blocks 

that hinder our desire to put you first. Give us the courage to deny ourselves, take up our 

cross, and follow you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

We remember with gratitude those who have recently died. Through the lives of your 

saints, show us how to hold fast to what is good. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from 

the…. chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 

 

 

FIRST READING - Moses experienced the call of God when God appeared to him in a 

bush that burned but was not consumed. When Moses expressed his unworthiness, God 

promised to be with him. When Moses objected that people would demand to know God's 

name, God revealed his personal name, Yahweh (I AM WHO I AM), or the LORD. Israel 

discovered God's true identity when God took them out of Egypt. 
 

Exodus 3:1-15 

 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his 

flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of 

the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was 

blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, "I must turn aside and look at this 

great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up." When the LORD saw that he had 

turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, 

"Here I am." Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the 

place on which you are standing is holy ground." He said further, "I am the God of your 

father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his 

face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Then the LORD said, "I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have 

heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I 

have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that 

land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The 

cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 

them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of 

Egypt." But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the 

Israelites out of Egypt?" He said, "I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you 

that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall 

worship God on this mountain." 

But Moses said to God, "If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your 

ancestors has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to 



them?" God said to Moses, " I AM WHO I AM." He said further, "Thus you shall say to 

the Israelites, ' I AM has sent me to you.'" God also said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to 

the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you': 

 

This is my name forever, 

and this my title for all generations. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL READING – After Peter confesses that Jesus is "the Messiah, the Son of the 

living God" (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words 

prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a "rock." 

 

Matthew 16:21-28 

 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 

saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you." But he turned and said to 

Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your 

mind not on divine things but on human things." 

Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit 

them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return 

for their life? 

For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 

repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here 

who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


