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Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 
On a journey with God to Reach, Grow, and Serve  

 

TLPC is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We welcome you to worship and grow with us as we 
live in God’s amazing grace!  Please join us for fellowship and refreshments after the 
service, and let us know how we may serve you.  
 
Supervised childcare for infants is available in the nursery. 
 
Sunday School is offered for children age 3 through grade 8 following the opening 
liturgy.  They will re-join us in worship for communion. 
 
Sheet music, large print bulletins, assistive listening devices and lap quilts are 
available for your use.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 
 
This Week at TLPC (See www.tlpc.org for complete calendar of events.) 
 
 
Wednesday 
8:00-9:00am Men’s Bible Study at Coffee And 
Thursday 
8:00am   Men’s Breakfast with Church of the Mtns at Jax Diner 
Friday 
AM            Hiking with COM, SVC and Friends.  Time and place vary.      
                    Contact TruckeeHikers@gmail.com for details.  
 
 
Lead Pastor 
Rev. Scott Trevithick                                                       strevithick@charter.net 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Joanie Tankersley             joanie.tankersley@icloud.com 
Worship and Music Planner 
Lorelle Banzett                       banzett@sbcglobal.net 
Pianist, Choir Director 
Miriam Hoffmann                  miriamlh@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

P.O. Box 10620, Truckee, CA  96162 
(530) 582-4243      info@tlpc.org      www.tlpc.org 
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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 14, 2014 

The pastor or worship leader will read the regular print text.  
The congregation will read/sing the bold text. 

Please stand, as you are able, for sections marked with an asterisk *. 
 
PREPARING TO ENCOUNTER GOD IN WORSHIP 
We invite you to sing or pray as we quiet our minds to hear God’s voice  
and open our hearts to feel his presence. 
 

♪ “All Who Are Thirsty” 

♪ “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” 
 
WELCOME  
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
* GATHERING SONG 

♪ “My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less” 
 
* GREETING 
The lovingkindness of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the trustworthiness of our faithful God, 
and the reassuring presence of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  
God of mercy: 
Help us to forgive, as you have forgiven us. 
Help us to trust you, even when hope is failing. 
Help us to take up our cross daily 
and follow you in your redeeming work; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
* CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
our Sovereign over all the earth, 
our Wisdom from on high, 
our merciful Judge and Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Left side:  Loving God, we admit that we are not always loving and kind.   
We know that we can be selfish and mean to other people,  
even to people we love. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 
Right Side:  Forgive us for the words we say and the things we do  
that hurt other people. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 
Left side:  But God, you love and forgive not only us, but all people.   
Teach us to be like you.   
Show us how to love and forgive those who are not kind or loving to us.   
Give us your power to forgive them when they are as selfish and mean  
as we sometimes are. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 
Right side:  Help us forgive them when they do things and say words that hurt us. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.   
We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
* DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (from Psalm 103:8, 11-12) 
 
* SHARING THE LORD'S PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
All are invited to share a handshake or a hug as a sign of reconciliation and peace, 
saying “Peace be with you.” 
Children age 3 through grade 8 may go to Sunday School. 
 
FIRST READING                       Romans 14:1-12 
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those 
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who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass 
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. 
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it 
in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give 
thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks 
to God. 
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, 
we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be 
Lord of both the dead and the living. 
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is 
written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 
give praise to God."  
So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
       
* PREPARING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 

♪ “Firm Foundation” (vs. 1) 
 
* GOSPEL READING               Matthew 18:15–35 
If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if 
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may 
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to 
listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the 
church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth  
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For  
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them." 
Then Peter came and said to Jesus, "Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to him, 
"Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
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thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him 
to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to 
be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released 
him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of 
his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he 
said, 'Pay what you owe.' Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.' But he refused; then he went and threw him 
into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 
that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked 
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have 
had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?' And in anger his lord handed 
him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will 
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 
heart." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON   “The Freedom of Forgiveness” (Matthew 18:15-35) 
Spiritual reflection 
 
SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

♪ “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
      
* GATHERING OF GIFTS  
In recognition that all that we have and all that we are come from God, we return a portion of our 
wealth for the Lord's work here and around the world, we offer our talents that he  
may use them for his purpose, and we dedicate our lives to serve God and our neighbors.   
      
* PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS  

♪ “Give Thanks” 
 
* PRAYER OF THANKS  
Holy God,  
we will never be able to repay the generosity you have shown to us.  
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Take these gifts we’ve offered, and use them to honor you  
and to remind us that all we have comes as a blessing from you.  
For the sake of your Son, our Lord Jesus,  
Amen.  
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor continues with the Eucharistic Prayer, concluding: 

Remembering Christ’s saving love, we celebrate this holy meal 
and offer ourselves to you, O God, with gratitude and praise. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, 
on your people gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
By your Spirit make us one body in Christ,  
one in mission and ministry to the world.  
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Nourish us in faith, hope, and love, 
and strengthen us for service until we feast with you in glory. 
All praise and honor and glory are yours, holy triune God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
      
* LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven.                                                  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
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  and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever.  Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 We invite all to share in Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the 
Eucharist.  We believe that Jesus Christ is present in and with the bread and wine. We receive this 
sacrament in remembrance of what God has done for us through the  
death and resurrection of Jesus.  
You may either eat the bread and drink from the common cup of wine (first chalice)  
or hold the bread and dip it in the grape juice (second chalice). Gluten-free wafers are  
available; just give Pastor the “OK” sign as you come forward to receive the bread.   
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 Some people wish to receive communion every week, others less often. Please do what is 
meaningful and comfortable for you.  If you prefer to receive communion while seated, indicate this to 
an usher.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS 

♪ “Freely, Freely” 

♪ “Come and Fill” 
 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, the host at every meal, 

at this table you spread out a feast for all peoples, 

the bread of life and the cup of salvation. 

Send us from this banquet 

to invite others into these good things, 

to let justice roll down like waters, 

and to care for the least of our sisters and brothers; 

through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and our Savior. 

Amen. 

* SENDING SONG 

♪ “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 
 
PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD  
We are called to make Christ known by our words and actions - in our church family,  
in our local community and throughout the world. 
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* BENEDICTION  
 
* SENDING 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
* POSTLUDE  
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