
September 14
th

 2014  FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Introduction to the Day  
The good news is that God's forgiveness is not based on our idea of fairness, but rather 

on abundant, unimaginable grace. The psalmist tells us that God "does not deal with us 

according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities". In the parable Jesus 

tells, the king forgives the servant’s entire debt, even though it is enormous. The gospel 

text also challenges us to stretch our perspective and forgive each other. With Peter, we 

learn to stop keeping score in our relationships. 

 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will            

begin the liturgy. 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God's creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Speak kindly to your whole church, O God. Give us tongues that speak words of 

welcome and acceptance. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Shower us with your gifts, O God. Give us hands that share the wealth of your creation 

and that tend to its keeping. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Silence our quarreling, O God. Hold us accountable to one another as brothers and sisters 

and make us eager to reconcile and quick to forgive. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Satisfy us with good things, O God. Give healing to those who suffer in mind, body, and 

soul, give respite to those who care for them, and hope for all those who worry. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Make your ways known to us, O God. Hold us upright as we work for justice in our 

neighborhoods, communities, our nation, and the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

You, O God, are the Lord of the dead and the living. Hold us, together with all the saints, 

in your redeeming and steadfast love today and all days. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



 

Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and whatever 

else you see that we need, in the name of the one who sets us free, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior. 

Amen. 

 
 

Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from 

the…. chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 

 

 

FIRST READING - This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. 

Here Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in worship and personal 

piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who 

died for all of us and will judge each of us. 

 

Romans 14:1–12 
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those 

who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 

judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment 

on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be 

upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let 

all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor 

of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; 

while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 

Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 

are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 

both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 

brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, 

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise 

to God."  

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL READING - Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how 

individuals—and the church as a whole—should address disagreement and conflict in the 

church through direct communication. When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, 



Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the 

unlimited mercy of God. 

  

Matthew 18:15–35 

 

If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two 

of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are 

not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 

confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to 

them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such 

a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 

be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them." 

Then Peter came and said to Jesus, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against 

me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to him, "Not seven 

times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 

talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 

together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So 

the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.' And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him 

the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who 

owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you 

owe.' Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and 

I will pay you.' But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would 

pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 

summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because 

you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 

mercy on you?' And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay 

his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 

forgive your brother or sister from your heart." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


