
Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 
On a journey with God to Reach, Grow, and Serve  

 

TLPC is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We welcome you to worship and grow with us 
as we live in God’s amazing grace!  Please join us for fellowship and 
refreshments after the service, and let us know how we may serve you.  
 
Supervised childcare for infants is available in the nursery. 
 
Sunday School is offered for children age 3 through grade 8 following the 
opening liturgy.  They will re-join us in worship for communion. 
 
Sheet music, large print bulletins, assistive listening devices and lap 
quilts are available for your use.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 
 
This Week at TLPC (See www.tlpc.org for complete calendar of events.) 
Tuesday 
6:00-9:00pm       Council Session Meeting 
Wednesday 
8:00-9:00am       Men’s Bible Study at Coffee And (10106 Donner Pass Rd.) 
Thursday 
8:00am         Men’s Breakfast with Church of the Mtns at Jax Diner 
Friday 
AM          Hiking with COM, SVC and Friends.  Time and place vary.       
                          Contact TruckeeHikers@gmail.com for details.  
 
 
Lead Pastor 
Rev. Scott Trevithick                                                      strevithick@charter.net 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Joanie Tankersley            joanie.tankersley@icloud.com 
Worship and Music Planner 
Lorelle Banzett                      banzett@sbcglobal.net 
Pianist, Choir Director 
Miriam Hoffmann                           miriamlh@sbcglobal.net 
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 21, 2014 

The pastor or worship leader will read the regular print text.  
The congregation will read/sing the bold text. 

Please stand, as you are able, for sections marked with an asterisk *. 
 
PREPARING TO ENCOUNTER GOD IN WORSHIP 
We invite you to sing or pray as we quiet our minds to hear God’s voice  
and open our hearts to feel his presence. 
 

♪ “One Thing Remains” 

♪ “I Come to the Cross” 
 
WELCOME  
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
* GATHERING SONG 

♪ “As We Gather At Your Table” 
 
* GREETING 
The lovingkindness of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the trustworthiness of our faithful God, 
and the reassuring presence of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
* PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty and merciful God,  
your Son Jesus Christ has taught us 
that what we do for those in need 
we also do for him. 
As he became the servant of all, 
help us to be a servant to others. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



* CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
our Sovereign over all the earth, 
our Wisdom from on high, 
our merciful Judge and Savior. 
Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Almighty God, 
You have given us all that you have promised, and more,  
so that we have been blessed beyond measure.   
Yet we have been ungrateful;  
we have complained that we have not been treated fairly,  
even though you have fulfilled every promise and supplied our every 
need. 
Forgive us for comparing ourselves with others;  
Strengthen us by your Spirit  
to cherish the gifts you have given us, 
to the honor of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
* DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
 
* SHARING THE LORD'S PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
All are invited to share a handshake or a hug as a sign of reconciliation and peace, 
saying “Peace be with you.” 
Children age 3 through grade 8 may go to Sunday School. 
 
FIRST READING                        Jonah 3:10-4:11 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 
them; and he did not do it. 
But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to  
the LORD and said, "O LORD! Is not this what I said while I was still in my 



own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that 
you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O LORD, please take my 
life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live." And the LORD said, 
"Is it right for you to be angry?" Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down 
east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the 
shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
The Lord GOD appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give 
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy 
about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm 
that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God prepared a 
sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was 
faint and asked that he might die. He said, "It is better for me to die than to 
live." 
But God said to Jonah, "Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?" And he 
said, "Yes, angry enough to die." Then the LORD said, "You are concerned 
about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it 
came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be 
concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from 
their left, and also many animals?" 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALTER                  Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God's name; 
     make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 
Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 
     and speak of all God's marvelous works. 
Glory in God's holy name; 
     let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
Search for the strength of the LORD; 
     continually seek God's face. 
Remember the marvels God has done, 
     the wonders and the judgments of God's mouth, 
O offspring of Abraham, God's servant, 
     O children of Jacob, God's chosen ones.    
You led out your people with silver and gold; 
in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 
Egypt was glad to see them go, 



     because they were afraid of them. 
You spread out a cloud for a covering 
     and a fire to give light by night. 
They asked, and you brought quail, 
     and satisfied them with bread from heaven. 
You opened the rock, and water flowed, 
     so the river ran in the dry places. 
For you remembered your holy word 
     and Abraham your servant.    
So you led forth your people with gladness, 
     your chosen with shouts of joy. 
You gave your people the lands of the nations, 
     and they took the fruit of others' toil, 
that they might keep your statutes 
     and observe your teachings. Hallelujah!     
     
* PREPARING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 

♪ “Awesome God”  
 
* GOSPEL READING                    Matthew 20:1-16 
For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for 
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about 
nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to 
them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' So 
they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did 
the same. And about five o'clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, 'Why are you standing here idle all day?' They said 
to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the 
vineyard.' When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 
'Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 
going to the first.' When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them 
received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they 
would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 'These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' But he replied to one of them, 
'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily 
wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same 
as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to  
 



me? Or are you envious because I am generous?' So the last will be first, and 
the first will be last." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON - “Grace:  Better than we deserve and not what we expected” 
(Matthew 20:1-16)  
Spiritual reflection 
 
SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

♪ “How Great Is Your Love” 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
      
* GATHERING OF GIFTS  
In recognition that all that we have and all that we are come from God, we return a portion of 
our wealth for the Lord's work here and around the world, we offer our talents that he  
may use them for his purpose, and we dedicate our lives to serve God and our neighbors.   
      
* PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS  

♪ “Doxology” 
 
* PRAYER OF THANKS  
God our Creator, 
call us into the vineyard of meaningful labor and constructive leisure,  
that your Word, living through us,  
may call our neighbors to joyous reunion with you.   
May we help one another to live in a manner  
worthy of the gospel of Christ, in whose name we pray.   
Amen. 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



The pastor continues with the Eucharistic Prayer, concluding: 

Remembering Christ’s saving love, we celebrate this holy meal 
and offer ourselves to you, O God, with gratitude and praise. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, O God, 
on your people gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
By your Spirit make us one body in Christ,  
one in mission and ministry to the world.  
Come, Holy Spirit. 

Nourish us in faith, hope, and love, 
and strengthen us for service until we feast with you in glory. 
All praise and honor and glory are yours, holy triune God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
      

* ♪ LORD’S PRAYER  
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 We invite all to share in Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the 
Eucharist.  We believe that Jesus Christ is present in and with the bread and wine. We 
receive this sacrament in remembrance of what God has done for us through the  
death and resurrection of Jesus.  
You may either eat the bread and drink from the common cup of wine (first chalice)  
or hold the bread and dip it in the grape juice (second chalice). Gluten-free wafers are  
available; just give Pastor the “OK” sign as you come forward to receive the bread.   
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 Some people wish to receive communion every week, others less often. Please do what is 
meaningful and comfortable for you.  If you prefer to receive communion while seated, 
indicate this to an usher.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS 

♪ “Amazing Grace” 

♪ “Jesus, Name Above All Names” 
 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Eternal God,  
we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
in which you have given yourself to us.   
Grant that we may go into the world 



in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
* SENDING SONG 

♪ “I’m So Glad” 
 
PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD  
We are called to make Christ known by our words and actions - in our church family,  
in our local community and throughout the world. 
 
* BENEDICTION  
 
* SENDING 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
* POSTLUDE  
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