
September 28
th

 2014  SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

WEEK ONE OF “WELCOME HOME” SERIES 
 

Introduction to the Day  
Today we begin a four week series called Welcome Home in which we will reflect on God’s 

gracious welcome of us and the hospitality we as the Church in turn extend to others. As we 

continue in worship with a time for reflection, think about a time when you felt as though you 

were not welcome or as though you were an outsider   

 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we wil begin the liturgy. 
 

Prayers of the People 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God's creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Fill your church throughout the world with the spirit to work for your pleasure. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Teach us how to value and enjoy the beauty of your creation with humility and to set aside 

selfish ambitions in how we share its resources. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Refresh the people of all nations with your compassion and love and give us the same mind in 

Christ, living in peace with loving hearts. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Rush to the aid of those who wait for you. Heal their pain, mend their brokenness, take away 

their sorrow, lift them out of their troubles, and relieve their burdens. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Encourage us in our lives together. Lead us in your path and teach us to care for the needs of the 

poor, the exploited, and the outcast. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Make our joy complete in the knowledge of the good news of the resurrection. Console those 

who mourn and give us the assurance of your presence in this life and the next. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and whatever else you 

see that we need, in the name of the one who sets us free, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 



Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from the…. 

chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 

 

 

 

FIRST GOSPEL READING - In this reading from the Gospel of Mark, Jesus is teaching and is 

surrounded by a crowd of people, which included religious leaders and disciples. When the 

disciples try to prevent people from bringing children to Jesus, he blesses them and describes 

them the ones for whom God is most concerned.      
 

Mark 10:13-16  
 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 

spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, "Let the little 

children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 

belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 

never enter it." And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
    

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

SECOND GOSPEL READING 

 

Luke 19:1-10 

 

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a 

chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the 

crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore 

tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked 

up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today." So 

he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble and said, "He 

has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner." Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, 

"Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of 

anything, I will pay back four times as much." Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has 

come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out 

and to save the lost." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 


