
September 7
th

 2014  THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Introduction to the Day  
God has graciously given us new life not only through the forgiveness of sin, but also 

through the eternal life that is available to each follower of Jesus every moment of our 

lives. Today’s message will focus on the privilege each of us has to draw upon the good 

and blessed life of God himself in every aspect of our lives.   

 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will            

begin the liturgy. 
 
 
 

Prayers of the People 
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God's creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, you have loved your people with an everlasting love. Help us to show our 

love to you through our willingness to become more like your beloved Son, our Lord.  

Lord in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  

 

Almighty God, we believe your creation is a precious gift to each one of us. Change our 

hearts so we are more willing to use its resources wisely rather than being careless with 

what you have entrusted to our care. Lord in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  

 

Prince of peace, we believe your desire for us is peace. We pray you will give our leaders 

wisdom to seek ways to bring resolution to the violence that is rampant in our world. And 

teach us to live honorably and peaceably in our relationships.  

Lord in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  

 

Lord of love, you have deep compassion on all those who are suffering whether from 

grief or fear or illness or injury. We pray for your supernatural and miraculous power to 

bring healing to all those we hold dear.  

Lord in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

God of hope, your promise to us is that we will experience your eternal life as we walk in 

obedience to you. Strengthen us to live according to your ways.  

Lord in your mercy,  

hear our prayer.  



 

Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and all those 

things on our hearts, in the name of the one who sets us free, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen.   
 

Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from 

the…. chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 

 

 

FIRST READING - God has given Christians the privilege of learning to love each 

other without reservation for this is what truly fulfills the heart and intention of God’s 

Law. Paul’s metaphor of “waking up from slumber” is the biblical way of challenging us 

not to take God’s grace and goodness for granted but rather to take seriously what it 

means to be willing to pursue the character of Jesus himself instead of insisting on our 

own self-centered ways. 

 

Romans 13:8-14 

 

Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another, for the one who loves his neighbor 

has fulfilled the law. The commandments, ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ 

‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not covet,’ and whatever other commandment there may be, are 

summed up in this one rule: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no harm to its 

neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. And do this, understanding the 

present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our 

salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is 

almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us 

behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and promiscuity, not in strife and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

PSALM   119:33-40 

Teach me, O Lord, to follow your statutes;  

 then I will keep them to the end.  

Give me understanding, and I will keep your teaching  

 and obey it with all my heart.  

Lead me in the path of your commandments,  

 for that is my desire and delight. 

Incline my heart toward your statutes  

 and not toward selfish gain. 

Turn my eyes away from worthless things;  

 revive me in your ways.  

Fulfill your promise to your servant,  



 so that you may be feared. 

Take away the disgrace I dread,  

 for your laws are good. 

How I long for your precepts!  

 Preserve my life in your righteousness.  

 
 

 

 

GOSPEL READING  
 

Matthew 16:24-26    

 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, they must deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life 

will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. What good is it to gain the 

whole world, but forfeit your soul? Or what can you give in exchange for your soul?” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


