
October 12, 2014  Week three of Four in “Welcome Home” Series, 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
Today is the third Sunday in a four week series called Welcome Home in which we will reflect on God’s 

gracious welcome of us and the hospitality we as the Church in turn extend to others. Today’s focus is 

listening to our neighbors—those to whom Christ may be guiding us.   

 

As we continue in worship with a time for reflection, think about how God is known in the coming of 

Jesus and what impressions people may have of those who follow Jesus.   
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's 

creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Come near us, Lord God. Let your church rejoice at your banquet where all are invited and welcomed, 

washed and fed, forgiven and chosen. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Come near us, Lord God. Let your creation rejoice in green pastures, beside still waters, on 

mountaintops, in harvested fields, along city streets, down country roads, and throughout the valleys. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Come near us, Lord God. Let your world rejoice in peace which surpasses understanding, at tables 

overflowing with good food and drink, and where shrouds of sorrow are lifted. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Come near us, Lord God. Let your people rejoice with faces wiped free of tears, minds unbound from 

disgrace, bodies freed from suffering, and souls restored. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Come near us, Lord God. Let your faithful rejoice in every assembly, in praise and singing, word and 

deed, unrestrained from worry and unchained from fear. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Come near us, Lord God. Let those who wait for you rejoice with all the saints, whose names are in the 

book of life and who now sit at the great feast with you. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and whatever else you see that 

we need, in the name of the one who sets us free, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 
 



Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from the…. 

chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 
 
 

* FIRST GOSPEL READING (Lector Reads) - The Gospel of John begins unlike Matthew, Mark or 

Luke.  Rather than recounting birth narratives or genealogies, John describes the how the Word became 

flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.  In this contemporary translation, the incarnation is 

described as Jesus moving into our neighborhood.   

 

John 1:1-18   

 

The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to the Word. The Word was God, in 

readiness for God from day one.  Everything was created through him; nothing - not one thing! - came 

into being without him.  What came into existence was Life, and the Life was Light to live by.  The 

Life-Light blazed out of the darkness; the darkness couldn't put it out.  

There once was a man, his name John, sent by God  to point out the way to the Life-Light. He came to 

show everyone where to look, who to believe in.  John was not himself the Light; he was there to show 

the way to the Light.  The Life-Light was the real thing: Every person entering Life he brings into 

Light.  

He was in the world, the world was there through him, and yet the world didn't even notice.  He came to 

his own people, but they didn't want him.  But whoever did want him, who believed he was who he 

claimed and would do what he said, He made to be their true selves, their child-of-God selves.  These 

are the God-begotten, not blood-begotten, not flesh-begotten, not sex-begotten.  

The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. We saw the glory with our own 

eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and out, true from start to 

finish.  John pointed him out and called, "This is the One! The One I told you was coming after me but 

in fact was ahead of me. He has always been ahead of me, has always had the first word."  We all live 

off his generous bounty, gift after gift after gift.  We got the basics from Moses, and then this exuberant 

giving and receiving, This endless knowing and understanding - all this came through Jesus, the 

Messiah.  No one has ever seen God, not so much as a glimpse. This one-of-a-kind God-Expression, 

who exists at the very heart of the Father, has made him plain as day.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

* SECOND GOSPEL READING (Pastor Reads) - Jesus is challenged to explain what is involved in 

obeying the greatest commandment. He then told this parable in response to the question, “Who is my 

neighbor?” The parable is rich in surprises: those expected to show kindness display hard hearts while 

the lowly give and receive unexpected and lavish mercy. The reading invites us to think about those 

around us in the places where we spend our time and respond to their needs.  

 

*Luke 10:25-37 (NRSV) The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ He 

said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your 

mind; and your neighbor as yourself.’And he said to him, ‘You have given the right answer; do this, and 

you will live.’ 



But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’ Jesus replied, ‘A man was 

going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, 

and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he 

saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he 

was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. 

Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took 

out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I will 

repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man 

who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Go and do likewise.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 


