
October 19, 2014  Week Four of “Welcome Home” Series, 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
In today's first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the 

Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what 

belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to 

any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and 

for the sake of the world. 

 

As we continue in worship with a time for reflection, think about how God is known in the coming of 

Jesus and what impressions people may have of those who follow Jesus.   
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's 

creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Lord of the church, help us to give to you what is yours. Make us faithful stewards of our time, talents, 

and treasures. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord of creation, help us to share our bounties. Plant in us a willing and able desire to utilize the world's 

resources wisely and without bias. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord of the nations, help us to put aside malice. Teach us to fight for justice, to liberate the oppressed, 

and to advocate for those who have no voice. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord of life, help us in our need. Restore the minds, bodies, and spirits of those who are sick and soothe 

those who despair. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Lord of all, help us to support one another. Bless our communities, sustain local businesses, and remove 

enmity between neighbors. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Lord of the resurrection, help us to rejoice in your promises. Gladden the hearts of those who grieve. 

Greet those who die with your reviving grace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and whatever else you see that 

we need, in the name of the one who sets us free, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 



Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is from the…. 

chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 

 

 

* FIRST READING (Lector Reads) - Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul is giving 

pastoral encouragement and reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic pagan 

environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian 

communities. 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ:  Grace to you and peace.  We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 

prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that 

he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power 

and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be 

among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution 

you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the 

believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 

Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 

need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had 

among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his 

Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

* GOSPEL READING (Pastor Reads) -  

 

Matthew 5:13-16  

 

"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 

longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. "You are the light of the world. A 

city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 

that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 


