
October 26, 2014  Reformation Sunday 

 (Red for notes/alerts) 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

The tradition of Reformation Sunday offers an opportunity to celebrate our heritage and history, to 

affirm our central theological convictions and to consider God’s ongoing reformation of the church. The 

Good News of the Gospel of which the Reformers reminded the Church is that we are saved by God’s 

grace through faith. Salvation is not achieved through what we do.   

 

After a time for silent reflection, we will continue in worship.  

 
 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's 

creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Make us free to be the church in the world, God of grace. Form our mission and ministry in ways that 

truly and tangibly give new life, hope, and grace in abundance. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Make us free to be one with your creation, God of grace. Fill us with your Spirit and lead us to find 

better ways to honor what you have given us. Help us to abandon wasteful habits. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Make us free to be brothers and sisters, God of grace. Shatter the distinctions that create hatred and fear. 

Open our eyes to see one another as people who bear the image and likeness of Christ. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Make us free to be whole and healthy persons, God of grace. Give respite to caregivers, infuse medical 

workers with skill, inspire scientists to find cures, and make us well in mind, body, and soul. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Make us free to be people of purpose, God of grace. Reform apathy into action, bless us with a 

determination to let go of those things that keep us stagnant, and drive us to witness to the gospel. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Make us free to be still and know you, God of grace. Join our voices with the saints who now sing in one 

heavenly choir. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and whatever else you see that 

we need, in the name of the one who sets us free, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 



FIRST READING (Lector) - The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it 

will expect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the 

poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive 

iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them 

by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING (Lector)  - Paul's words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and 

the other Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the 

law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ's 

death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Romans 3:19-28 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 

may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For “no human being will be 

justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of 

sin. But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and 

the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 

distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as 

a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement 

by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he 

himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of boasting? 

It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is 

justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*GOSPEL READING - Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his 

word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 

 

John 8:31-36 

 



Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
 
They answered him, “We are 

descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will 

be made free’?” 

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does 

not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 


