
November 9, 2014        22
nd

 Sunday after Pentecost  

 (Red for notes/alerts) 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

In today’s readings, the apostle Paul offers reassurance and hope to encourage the Thessalonians about 

the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. 

Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ's coming in our midst.   

 

After a time of silence, we will continue in worship. 

  

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Remembering the saints who have gone before us and giving thanks for God's blessings, we pray for the 

church, all in need, and God's good creation. 

A brief silence. 

 

Holy God, we desire your wisdom and instruction. Fill our gatherings with your spirit of joy, that the 

church's daily work be life-giving. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Word of life, as you spoke this good creation into being, guide our actions and help us renew and protect 

the earth's resources. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Judge of the nations, guide us to bring down barriers so peace will flow over all nations like an ever-

flowing stream. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Healer of our every ill, teach us to be watchful for people who need healing, especially for people whose 

needs are easily overlooked. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Righteous Teacher, guide our congregation that we will, in all circumstances, encourage one another 

with words of peace, forgiveness, and mercy. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Eternal One, we give you thanks for all the saints who lived and died in faith. Grant us one day to know 

also the full measure of your eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and hopes, Good Shepherd, and bring us safely into all joy and peace, through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



FIRST READING  (To be read by the Lector) - This is the Apostle Paul’s earliest known letter. Many 

in the early church, including Paul, expected the return of Jesus to be within their lifetime. Some of the 

Thessalonians were worried that those in their community who had died would be excluded from the 

resurrection to eternal life when Christ would come again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope 

that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may 

not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 

through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of 

the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede 

those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with 

the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we 

who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the 

air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

* GOSPEL READING  Matthew 25:1-13 (To be read by the preacher) - Jesus tells the parable of the 

Ten Bridesmaids to show the importance of being ready for the return of the bridegroom.   

 

Jesus said, "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 

meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, 

they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was 

delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, `Look! Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The 

foolish said to the wise, `Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise replied, 

`No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 

yourselves.' And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with 

him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 

`Lord, lord, open to us.' But he replied, `Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for 

you know neither the day nor the hour." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 


