
November 16, 2014 23
rd

 Sunday after Pentecost (33
nd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time)   

(Blue font for worship planner/leader reference only.) 

(Red for notes/alerts) 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

In today’s readings, the Apostle Paul says the Day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night and 

urges us to be awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while 

we still have time, for the greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we 

gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread and wine—eager to welcome the good news of 

Christ's coming among us. 

 

After a time of silence, we will continue in worship. 

  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Remembering the saints who have gone before us and giving thanks for God's blessings, we pray for the 

church, all in need, and God's good creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

We pray for the church, that it continues to sow seeds of mercy, love, forgiveness, and joy, even as it 

anticipates your coming again to bring restoration to the new heaven and earth. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all creation, for the wonder of climate and tide, of mountains, valleys, rivers, and oceans, 

that we become better stewards of this bounty. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all nations, their leaders and governments, that they replace power, pride, greed, and enmity 

with justice, mercy, reconciliation, and peacemaking. Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the lonely, the disheartened, those who suffer from debilitating illness, those who cannot 

speak for themselves, and those in any need. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for our congregation's leaders, that they continue to encourage us and send us out in peace and 

love to follow your call. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

We give thanks for all the saints, for their faithfulness and perseverance in following you, whose 

examples will bring us closer to you. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and hopes, Good Shepherd, and bring us safely into all joy and peace, through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 



FIRST READING - Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ's return, we live 

faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  (To be read by the Lector)    

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

Though the Apostle Paul says that the Day of the Lord will come at an unexpected time, we should take 

comfort that the past, present, and future are all in God's hands and that all things will unfold in God's 

time and God's way.  Believers, children of the daylight and clear vision and wakeful alertness, should 

live in joy and confidence because we see the big picture, the assurance of sharing God's life and our 

ultimate salvation. We should encourage one another with that shared reassurance, and not worry about 

the details of timetables and schedules.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

* GOSPEL READING - Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not 

sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the 

gifts that God has provided them. (To be read by the preacher) 

 

Matthew 25:14-30  

 

This week's parable is the second of three in a row in the chapter 25 of Matthew's Gospel.  Though at 

first reading, this story about servants giving an accounting to their master could sound like a warning 

from Jesus to invest our money well, or at the very least to deposit it in the bank for interest, Jesus’ 

message isn’t really about money.  Jesus uses the illustration of money to challenge us to think about 

faithfulness, preparedness, and risk.   

 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 


