
November 23, 2014 Christ the King Sunday   

(Blue font for worship planner/leader reference only.) 

(Red for notes/alerts) 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel reading is Jesus' great story of judgment. In the end, 

the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or 

estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them 

with justice.  

We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the 

consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his 

reign may be known in our loving words and deeds. 

 

After a time of silence, we will continue in worship. 

  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Remembering the saints who have gone before us and giving thanks for God's blessings, we pray for the 

church, all in need, and God's good creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

For your whole church, that it will continue to joyfully proclaim your love to the world, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For our care of creation, that we resist the temptations to use it wastefully and seek more opportunities 

for restoration and wise use, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For all nations of the world, that they will come to the knowledge that your peace brings plenty and your 

wisdom brings justice, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For our brothers and sisters in any need, that we tend to their wounds and hurts, bringing healing, hope, 

and comfort in your name, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For our congregation, that we do everything possible to bring joy and peace into our neighborhoods and 

communities, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

For the blessed gifts of saintly lives, that they inspire the witness of all believers who live in your 

promises, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Receive our prayers and hopes, Good Shepherd, and bring us safely into all joy and peace, through 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



 

FIRST READING   (To be read by the Lector) - Living during the sixth century BCE, Ezekiel both 

condemned the sins of Jerusalem and Israel and of foreign nations and promised God's restoration of a 

righteous kingdom. Since Israel's kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the Lord will 

assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, "my servant 

David," who will feed and care for the people. 

 

Ezekiel 34:11 - 16, 20 - 24 (NRSV)  

For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.  As shepherds 

seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will 

rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.  

I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their 

own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited 

parts of the land.  I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their 

pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 

mountains of Israel.  I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the 

Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I 

will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. 

Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean 

sheep.  Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns 

until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I 

will judge between sheep and sheep.   

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them he shall feed them and 

be their shepherd.  And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among 

them; I, the LORD, have spoken.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

* GOSPEL READING (To be read by the preacher) - The passage from Ezekiel describes a king who 

will function as a shepherd.  This parable in Matthew also uses imagery of the king, judge, shepherd, 

good and bad flocks. Christians have seen in Ezekiel's promise of a shepherd like David a description of 

Jesus Christ. In this parable, Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how 

he is treated: what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him. 

  

Matthew 25:31 - 46 (NRSV) 

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of 

his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at 

the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 

was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 

me.'  Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, 



or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 

you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you?'  And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 

are members of my family, you did it to me.'  Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are 

accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and 

you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not 

welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'  Then 

they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 

or in prison, and did not take care of you?'  Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you  did not do it to me.'  And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 


