
Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 
On a journey with God to Reach, Grow, and Serve  

 
TLPC is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We welcome you to worship and grow with us 
as we live in God’s amazing grace!  Please join us for fellowship and 
refreshments after the service, and let us know how we may serve you.  
 
Supervised childcare for infants is available in the nursery. 
 
Sunday School is offered for children age 3 through grade 8 following the 
opening liturgy.  They will re-join us in worship for communion. 
 
Sheet music, large print bulletins, assistive listening devices and lap 
quilts are available for your use.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 
This Week at TLPC (See www.tlpc.org for complete calendar of events.) 
Wednesday 
8:00-9:00am          Men’s Bible Study at Coffee And 
Thursday 
8:00-9:00am          Men’s Breakfast with Church of the Mtns at Jax Diner 
Friday 
6:00-8:00pm         Youth Collective Ice Skating Party at Northstar 
Sundays 
6:00-8:00           “Living the Questions” Study Group at COM 
 
Lead Pastor 
Rev. Scott Trevithick                                                     rstrevithick@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Joanie Tankersley            joanie.tankersley@icloud.com 
Worship and Music Planner 
Lorelle Banzett                      banzett@sbcglobal.net 
Pianist, Choir Director 
Miriam Hoffmann                           miriamlh@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

P.O. Box 10620, Truckee, CA  96162 
(530) 582-4243      info@tlpc.org      www.tlpc.org 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
November 30, 2014 

The pastor or worship leader will read the regular print text.  
The congregation will read/sing the bold text. 

Please stand, as you are able, for sections marked with an asterisk *. 
 
PREPARING TO ENCOUNTER GOD IN WORSHIP 
We invite you to sing or pray as we quiet our minds to hear God’s voice  
and open our hearts to feel God’s presence. 
“All the Earth” 
“Change My Heart, O God” 
 
WELCOME  
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
ADVENT REFLECTION - Leanne Davis 
 
*  ADVENT SONG and CANDLE LIGHTING 
“Light One Candle” – vs. 1 
 
* GREETING 
Peace be with you. 
And also with you. 
      
*CALL TO WORSHIP     
God did not wait till the world was ready, till nations were at peace. 
God came when the Heavens were unsteady,  
and prisoners cried out for release. 
God did not wait for the perfect time. 
God came when the need was deep and great.  
God dined with sinners in all their grime, turned water into wine. 
God did not wait till hearts were pure. 
In joy God came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt.  
To a world like ours, of anguished shame God came,  
and God’s Light would not go out.  
 
* CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who shapes the whole creation, 
who comes with might and mercy, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 

God, we confess that ours is still a world in which Herods seem to rule:  
the powerful are revered, the visions of the wise are ignored,  
the poor are afflicted, and the innocent are killed.  
You show us that salvation comes in the vulnerability of a child,  
yet we hunger for the security of weapons and walls.  
You teach us that freedom comes in loving service,  
yet we trample on others in our efforts to be free.  
Forgive us, God, when we look to the palace instead of the stable,  
when we heed politicians more than prophets.  
Renew us with the spirit of Bethlehem  
that we may be better prepared for your coming.  
Amen.  

 
* DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  
 
* SHARING THE LORD'S PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
All are invited to share a handshake or a hug as a sign of reconciliation and peace, 
saying “Peace be with you.” 

Children age 3 through grade 8 may go to Sunday School. 
 
FIRST READING                                 Isaiah 63:15-64:9  
Lord, look down from heaven; look from your holy, glorious home, and see us.  
Where is the passion and the might you used to show on our behalf? Where are 
your mercy and compassion now? Surely, you are still our Father! Even if 
Abraham and Jacob would disown us, Lord, you would still be our Father. You 
are our Redeemer from ages past. Lord, why have you allowed us to turn from 
your path? Why have you given us stubborn hearts so we no longer fear you?  
Return and help us, for we are your servants, the tribes that are your special 
possession. Sometimes it seems as though we never belonged to you, as though 
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we had never been known as your people. Oh that you would burst from the 
heavens and come down! How the mountains would quake in your presence!  
As fire causes wood to burn and water to boil, your coming would make the 
nations tremble. Then your enemies would learn the reason for your fame!  
When you came down long go, you did awesome deeds beyond our 
expectations. And oh, how the mountains quaked! For since the world began, 
no ear has heard and no eye has seen a God like you, who works for those who 
wait for him! You welcome those who gladly do good, who follow godly ways.  
 But you have been very angry with us, for we are not godly. We are constant 
sinners. How can people like us be saved? We are all infected and impure with 
sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags. Like 
autumn leaves, we wither and fall, and our sins sweep us away like the wind.  
Yet no one calls on your name or pleads with you for mercy. Therefore, you 
have turned away from us and turned us over to our sins. And yet, O Lord, you 
are our Father. We are the clay, and you are the potter.  We all are formed by 
your hand. Don’t be so angry with us, Lord. Please don’t remember our sins 
forever. Look at us, we pray, and see that we are all your people. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give 
thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 
given you in Christ Jesus, for in him you have been enriched in every way -- in 
speech and knowledge of every kind – just as our testimony about Christ has 
been confirmed in you. Therefore you are not lacking any spiritual gift as you 
eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong 
to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
* PREPARING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 
“Magnificat” 
      
*GOSPEL READING                         Mark 13:24-37 
But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers in the 
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heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ 
with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the 
heavens. Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. Even 
so, when you see these things happening, you know that he is near, right at the 
door. So I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away. But about that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You 
do not know when that time will come.  It's like a man going away. He leaves 
his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his assigned task, and tells 
the one at the door to keep watch. Therefore, keep watch because you do not 
know when the owner of the house will come back-- whether in the evening, or 
at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, he 
may find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: 'Keep awake!'" 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
     
SERMON - “When Lament Turns to Hope”  (Isaiah 63:15-64:9)  
 
SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
“Thy Word” 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
  
* GATHERING OF GIFTS  
Our finest offering is our attention, moment by moment and day by day, to God’s purposes  
for our world.  We join our constant efforts to be faithful with these weekly moments of giving 
that celebrate the love with which God surrounds us.  We are God’s children, committed to 
caring for all of God’s creation.     
      
* PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS  

♪ “Give Thanks” 
 
* PRAYER OF THANKS  
God of abundance, 
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 
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and with them our very lives. 
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need 
until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor continues with the Eucharistic prayer, concluding: 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father,  
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 
 
* LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven.                                                  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever.  Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 We invite all to share in Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the 
Eucharist.  We believe that Jesus Christ is present in and with the bread and wine. We 
receive this sacrament in remembrance of what God has done for us through the  
death and resurrection of Jesus.  
You may either eat the bread and drink from the common cup of wine (first chalice)  
or hold the bread and dip it in the grape juice (second chalice). Gluten-free wafers are  
available; just give Pastor the “OK” sign as you come forward to receive the bread.   
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 Some people wish to receive communion every week, others less often. Please do what is 
meaningful and comfortable for you.  If you prefer to receive communion while seated, 
indicate this to an usher.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS 
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
“Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God,  
stir up our hearts, we beseech you,  
to prepare ourselves to receive your Son.  
When he comes and knocks, may he find us not sleeping in sin,  
but awake to righteousness, ceaselessly rejoicing in his love.  
May our hearts and minds be so purified,  
that we may be ready to receive his promise of eternal life.  
Amen. 
(From “The Gelasian Sacramentary”, c. 500, possibly the oldest prayer book of the Western 
church.)  
 
* SENDING SONG 
“Light Dawns on a Weary World” 
 
PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD  
We are called to make Christ known by our words and actions - in our church family,  
in our local community and throughout the world. 
 
* BENEDICTION  
 
* SENDING 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 



 8 

 
* POSTLUDE  
 
Call to Worship based on the poem First Coming by Madeleine L’Engle  

Confession from Thankful Praise: A Resource for Christian Worship, Keith Watkins, ed.  
Liturgy texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24019. 


