
November 30
th

, 2014   First Sunday in Advent 
 

INTRODUCTION to the DAY 

The first Sunday in the season of Advent urges believers to see our God as a God of 

action.  In our celebration of Advent we are always called to hold fast to the hope that 

God has not only acted powerfully in history to bring his redemption, righteousness and 

justice into a broken and hurting world; but also hold firmly in faith that God continues 

to do so until that time when Jesus Christ as the Son of Man comes again to bring to 

fulfillment all God’s gracious and loving purposes.  

 

After a moment of silent meditation to prepare ourselves for worship, we will            

begin the liturgy. 

 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

With longing and hopeful expectation, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 

in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Come, long-expected one. Awaken your church to be alert for signs of your coming in 

unexpected people and places. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Come, Savior of the nations. Let your justice and righteousness dwell among all the 

peoples of the earth. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Come, Creator of all. Amidst the shortness of life, teach us to wonder at the sun, moon, 

stars, mountains, oceans, and all creatures great and small. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Come, Love divine. Enfold with your mercy all who watch and wait for hope in the midst 

of suffering, hardship, poverty, unemployment, illness, or grief. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Come, giver of grace. Turn this community toward the light of your forgiveness and 

mercy as we wait for the advent of Christ. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Come, creative Spirit. Inspire us by the faith of those who have gone before us as we trust 

in your promise to bring all things to fulfillment in Christ. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 



 

Receive our prayers, faithful God, as we watch and wait for your coming among us in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

Lector:  Please read the introduction, then the citation (i.e.. “The First Reading is 
from the…. chapter of …” -  then read the text. ) 
 

 

 

FIRST READING - This passage is part of a longer lament prayer from these closing 

chapters of the book of the prophet Isaiah. It’s a poignant and at times heart-wrenching 

prayer - voiced in part by Isaiah and in part by the people - who are wrestling with 

wanting God’s promises of faithfulness and loving kindness to be true; while at the same 

time acknowledging that they themselves have not always responded in faithfulness and 

obedience to God. My mom and I will be reading this lament prayer back and forth so 

you can hear the voices of both Isaiah and the people.  

 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 

quake at your presence –  

As when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil –  

   to make your name known to your adversaries, 

   so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,  

   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

Since ancient times no one has heard,  

   no ear has perceived, 

   no eye has seen any God besides you,  

   who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 

   Those who remember you in your ways. 

   but you were angry, and we sinned; 

   because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 

   and our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 

   or attempts to take hold of you; 

   for you have hidden your face from us, 

   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;  

   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 



   we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,  

   and do not remember iniquity forever. 

Now consider, we are all your people.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING - As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul 

reminds them how the Lord has already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will 

continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord.  

 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to 

my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 

Jesus, for in him you have been enriched in every way -- in speech and knowledge of 

every kind – just as our testimony about Christ has been confirmed in you. Therefore you 

are not lacking any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 

revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

          

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*GOSPEL READING - In today’s Gospel reading from Mark chapter 13, Jesus 

encourages his followers to remember that though times of affliction will be ahead, they 

are to hold fast in faith trusting that he will return in power and glory to end all 

suffering, bring justice and make all things right. Jesus calls us to be alert to living our 

daily lives in ways that are worthy of the coming Kingdom. 

 

Mark 13:24-37 

 

But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers in the heavens will be 

shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 

glory. Then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the 

ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As 

soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is 

near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that he is near, right at the 

door. So I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away until all these things have 

taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. But 

about that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 



only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come.  It's 

like a man going away. He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with his 

assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. Therefore, keep watch because 

you do not know when the owner of the house will come back-- whether in the evening, 

or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, he may find 

you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to everyone: 'Keep awake!'" 

             

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


