
Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 
On a journey with God to Reach, Grow, and Serve  

 

TLPC is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We welcome you to worship and grow with us 
as we live in God’s amazing grace!  Please join us for fellowship and 
refreshments after the service, and let us know how we may serve you.  
 

Supervised childcare for infants is available in the nursery. 
 

Sunday School is offered for children age 3 through grade 8 following the 
opening liturgy.  They will re-join us in worship for communion. 
 

Sheet music, large print bulletins, assistive listening devices and lap 
quilts are available for your use.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 

This Week at TLPC (See www.tlpc.org for complete calendar of events.) 
Tonight  
5:30 p.m.  TLPC Christmas Party at the Lott’s, 10435 Royal Crest Dr 
Wednesday 
8:00-9:00am Men’s Bible Study at Coffee And 
6:30-8:00pm Gospel of John Study Group at 
COM 
Thursday 
8:00-9:00am Men’s Breakfast with Church of 
the Mtns at Jax Diner 
Sunday 
6:00-8:00 “Living the Questions” Study Group at COM 
 

Christmas Eve Worship Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Lead Pastor 
Rev. Scott Trevithick                                                     rstrevithick@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Joanie Tankersley            joanie.tankersley@icloud.com 
Worship and Music Planner 
Lorelle Banzett                      banzett@sbcglobal.net 
Pianist, Choir Director 
Miriam Hoffmann                 miriamlh@sbcglobal.net 
 

P.O. Box 10620, Truckee, CA  96162 
(530) 582-4243      info@tlpc.org      www.tlpc.org 

Like us on Facebook at Truckee Church and 
Tahoe Truckee Youth Collective 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 14, 2014 

The pastor or worship leader will read the regular print text.  
The congregation will read/sing the bold text. 

Please stand, as you are able, for sections marked with an asterisk *. 
 
PREPARING TO ENCOUNTER GOD IN WORSHIP 
We invite you to sing or pray as we quiet our minds to hear God’s voice  
and open our hearts to feel God’s presence. 
“Awake, Awake and Greet the New Morn” 
“I’m Forever Grateful” 
 
WELCOME  
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
ADVENT REFLECTION – Tim and Dianna Wright 
 
*  ADVENT SONG and CANDLE LIGHTING 
“Light One Candle” – vs. 1, 2, 3 
 
* GREETING 
Peace be with you. 
And also with you. 
      
*CALL TO WORSHIP                         Adapted from Psalm 126 
When God restores our fortune, our dreams will come true. 
We will sing "Glory!" to our God; we will rejoice in our Savior's birth. 
Our mouths shall be filled with laughter; joy shall chime from our lips. 
God has made it clear: those who serve are God's children. 
Then we will proclaim:  'look what the Lord has done': 
so others will know beyond any doubt  
how the Holy One has blessed us with hope. 
We wept  -  now we will cheer "Joy!  Joy!" 
We were lost - now we will run home laughing. 
For God has picked us up where we fell;  
God has kept the promises made so long ago. 
Let us worship God.  
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* CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 
      
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who shapes the whole creation, 
who comes with might and mercy, 
who fills the hungry with good things. 
Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection 

God, we confess that ours is still a world in which Herods seem to rule:  
the powerful are revered, the visions of the wise are ignored,  
the poor are afflicted, and the innocent are killed.  
You show us that salvation comes in the vulnerability of a child,  
yet we hunger for the security of weapons and walls.  
You teach us that freedom comes in loving service,  
yet we trample on others in our efforts to be free.  
Forgive us, God, when we look to the palace instead of the stable,  
when we heed politicians more than prophets.  
Renew us with the spirit of Bethlehem  
that we may be better prepared for your coming.  
Amen.  

 
* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
 
* SHARING THE LORD'S PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
All are invited to share a handshake or a hug as a sign of reconciliation and peace, 
saying “Peace be with you.” 

Children age 3 through grade 8 may go to Sunday School. 
 
FIRST READING                    Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance  
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in  
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Zion-- to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks 
of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. They shall 
build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall 
repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully 
give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them.  Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their 
offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are 
a people whom the LORD has blessed.  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my 
whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  For 
as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up 
before all the nations. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                             1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not 
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
abstain from every form of evil. May the God of peace himself sanctify you 
entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he 
will do this.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
* PREPARING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 
“Magnificat” 
      
* GOSPEL READING                                                John 1:6-8, 19-28  
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. Hehimself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light.  
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This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who are you?"  He confessed and did not deny it, 
but confessed, "I am not the Messiah."  
And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not."  
"Are you the prophet?" He answered, "No."  
Then they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?"  
He said,  "I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,  'Make straight 
the way of the Lord,'" as the prophet Isaiah said.  
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.  They asked him, "Why then are 
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?"  
John answered them, "I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you 
do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandal." This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John 
was baptizing.  
    
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
* SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
“On Jordan’s Banks” 
     
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS REFLECTION 
    “Changed in a Night” by Becky Stewart 

Teige Wright, primary speaker 
 Coordinated by Lori Breuch 

 
       “Away in a Manger” 

 
SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
“Like a Child” 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Let us pray. . .   
Have mercy, O God.   
 
* GATHERING OF GIFTS  
Our finest offering is our attention, moment by moment and day by day, to God’s purposes  
for our world.  We join our constant efforts to be faithful with these weekly moments of giving 
that celebrate the love with which God surrounds us.  We are God’s children, committed to 
caring for all of God’s creation.        
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* PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS  

♪ “Give Thanks” 
 
* PRAYER OF THANKS  
Loving God,  
You bless us with gifts so that we might do great things with them –  
feed the hungry, house the homeless, lift up the fallen,  
speak hope to those in bondage to life.   
Bless these gifts, bless our lives,  
as we seek to take the good news into our world.  Amen. 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor continues with the Eucharistic prayer, concluding: 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await his coming again in righteousness and peace. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 
strengthen our faith, increase our hope, 
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father,  
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 
 
* LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven.                                                  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
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  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever.  Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 We invite all to share in Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the 
Eucharist.  We believe that Jesus Christ is present in and with the bread and wine. We 
receive this sacrament in remembrance of what God has done for us through the  
death and resurrection of Jesus.  
 You may either eat the bread and drink from the common cup of wine (first chalice)  
or hold the bread and dip it in the grape juice (second chalice). Gluten-free wafers are  
available; just give Pastor the “OK” sign as you come forward to receive the bread.   
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 Some people wish to receive communion every week, others less often. Please do what is 
meaningful and comfortable for you.  If you prefer to receive communion while seated, 
indicate this to an usher.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS 
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Lord God,  
we give you thanks 
that you have fed us even now 
with the banquet that is yet to come. 
Keep us alert for signs of your presence 
in the world around us. 
Send us as healing oil and sheltering comfort 
 
to those in need, 
and make us bold in testifying to the light 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
* SENDING SONG 
“The King of Glory” – vs. 1,3,5 
 
 
 



 8 

PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD  
We are called to make Christ known by our words and actions - in our church family,  
in our local community and throughout the world. 
 
* BENEDICTION   
 
* SENDING 
The God who makes everything whole, 
sends us forth to bring healing 
     to the broken-hearted and 
     to comfort the grieving. 
The Christ who comes to be with us, 
sends us forth to stand with the oppressed, 
     to release those imprisoned by sin, 
     to speak hope to the lonely. 
The Spirit which calls us to faithfulness, 
sends us forth to proclaim the Good News 
     that today is God's time,  
 the day when all people will be blessed. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
* POSTLUDE  
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
Worship Notes 
Confession from Thankful Praise: A Resource for Christian Worship, Keith Watkins, ed.  

Liturgy texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.   Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24019.      

Advent, which means coming, is the four-Sunday season of preparation for the coming of 
Jesus.  Advent is the first season of the Church liturgical year.   
 
 

 

 


