
February 1, 2015 Fourth Sunday in Epiphany    

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

 

 

In the reading from Deuteronomy, God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for 

God.  The prophet’s role is to direct people back to God.  In Psalm 111, which is today’s Call to 

Worship, God shows the people the power of God's works. For the church these are ways of pointing to 

the unique authority people sensed in Jesus' actions and words. We encounter that power and authority 

in God's word, around which we gather, the word that trumps any lesser spirit that would claim power 

over us and frees us to follow Jesus. 

 

After a moment of silence, we will continue in worship.  

 

 

 

PRAYERS FROM SUNDAYS AND SEASONS 

 

Called to know, love, and follow you, O God, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Prophetic God, inspire your church to speak with authority and act with strength where the powers of 

evil are most oppressive and human hearts yearn for dignity and compassion.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Drive out the demons of greed and carelessness that wound creation through pollution and over use.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Send prophets of wisdom and courage to our nation. Move us beyond partisan divisions to a common 

search for liberty and justice.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Healer of our every ill, bring hope and solace to those who struggle with depression. Set free those 

burdened by feelings of guilt, shame, and worthlessness. Visit the sick with your compassionate Spirit.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Strengthen the witness of preachers, teachers, and all who proclaim the gospel in the assembly and the 

witness of parish nurses, counselors, spiritual directors, and all who proclaim the gospel in their 

vocations. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Eternal God, the saints listened to your voice and you freed them to live and love for you. Open our ears 

to hear you and follow their example of faith and courage.  



Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Trusting your love and healing, O God, we commend to you all for whom we pray, knowing you will 

hear and answer, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

FIRST READING (Lector) In this reading, the Israelites are in the wilderness, but are nearing the 

Promised Land.  Moses speaks to the people and describes the prophet who will come after him.  A 

prophet does not predict the future as much as tell the truth about the present from God’s point of 

view. Both the prophet and the people are to be held accountable for what is spoken.  

 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you shall 

heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the 

assembly when you said: ‘If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great 

fire, I will die.’ Then the LORD replied to me: ‘They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for 

them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the 

prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words that 

the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the 

name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the 

prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.’ 

 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness (For pastor) 

From 1 John 1:9 

Hear the assurance of scripture: 

 

If we confess ours sins,  

God who is faithful and just  

will forgive us our sins and  

purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Brothers and sisters, believe the good news of the Gospel; 

in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 

 

 

* GOSPEL READING - After the calling of the disciples, Mark begins his gospel with this story of 

Jesus teaching in the synagogue and casting out an evil spirit in a man.  It is the first public event of 

Jesus’ ministry in Mark. The people are astounded and remark about how different Jesus is from other 

religious leaders and news about him begins to spread.    

 



Mark 1:21-28 

 

Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, Jesus entered the synagogue 

and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as 

the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, "What 

have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy 

One of God."  But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of him!" And the unclean spirit, 

convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on 

asking one another, "What is this? A new teaching — with authority! He commands even the unclean 

spirits, and they obey him." At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of 

Galilee. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
 


