
January 11, 2014 The Baptism of Our Lord   

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit/wind moved over the 

waters.  The story in Mark's gospel makes clear that it is the Spirit's movement that distinguishes Jesus’ 

baptism from John's. The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus, calling us God’s beloved children and 

setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 

 

After a moment of silence to prepare our hearts and minds, we will continue in worship.  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Assisting Minister:  Called to know, love, and follow you, O God, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Loving God, we give you thanks for the common life we share in you. We grieve the loss of unity in 

Christ and beg your help in tearing down the walls of division within your church. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Your Spirit embraces all creation, giving life, growth, and beauty. Move us to receive all we touch as 

your gift, and to preserve your earth for the sake of all living things now and in the ages to come. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Pour the blessings of food and shelter on the poor of every land and on all those denied the abundance of 

creation. Let them taste your goodness and know the delight and freedom of your presence. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Speak healing and peace to the hearts of those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, especially those we 

name before you now (pause). Come to the forgotten, those separated from home and family, those near 

death, and those who grieve. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

In the waters of baptism you claim us as beloved sons and daughters. Shower your joy on the newly 

baptized, those preparing for baptism, and those who have affirmed their baptism today. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Loving God, we give thanks for the saints of every generation who followed your beloved Son through 

the waters of baptism and beckoned us to come along. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:  Trusting your love and healing, O God, we commend to you all for whom we pray, knowing 

you will hear and answer, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



FIRST READING Genesis 1:1–5   (Lector)  

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the primeval darkness, God brings light. This familiar story was 

good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for any 

person living in the chaos and darkness of despair. God created and continues to create new life. 

 

The first reading is from Genesis Chapter 1. 

 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  Then 

God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.  And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

* GOSPEL READING - Mark's gospel reports the story of Jesus' baptism with some irony: the one on 

whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Mark 1:4-11 

 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins.  And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 

him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with 

camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  He proclaimed, 

"The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals.  I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 

on him.  And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 


