
January 25, 2015 THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY  

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

 

Stories of the call to follow Jesus continue as the Time after Epiphany plays out the implications of our 

baptismal calling to demonstrate that we are true followers of the Lord. Jesus begins proclaiming the 

good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a 

similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. 

Still, the two sets of fisherman brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all their lives 

to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

 

After a moment of silence to prepare our hearts and minds, we will continue in worship.  

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Called to know, love, and follow you, O God, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Lord God, call your whole church beyond small hopes and halfhearted witness. Stir your people to risk 

everything for the sake of your plan of salvation among us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Call our hearts to greater love for your creation that we see its goodness and bounty as a common trust 

to preserve for ages to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Call all governing bodies, councils, legislatures, and leaders to put aside divisive rhetoric and partisan 

rancor. Convict us of our thirst for personal victory and move us to seek the common good of all people. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Call to the brokenhearted and all who hunger for healing. Enfold them in the fullness of your loving-

kindness. May your healing help be given to all those suffering grief or loss, those struggling in 

relationships, or fearing financial issues or burdened down with illness or injury. Encourage them to 

hold onto hope in you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Call our congregation to expand its vision to see your kingdom present and working among us. Free us 

from all that hinders us from following you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Call us to greater service through the example of your saints. We thank you for the faith of those who 

have led us to know and follow you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Trusting your love and healing, O God, we commend to you all for whom we pray, knowing you will 

hear and answer, through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 



FIRST READING (Lector)  

The brilliant and passionate Pharisee, Saul of Taurus, attended the stoning of the first Christian martyr, 

Stephen, and made it known he thoroughly approved! In fact, Saul became intent upon destroying the 

Church and even went from house to house, dragging off men and women and had them thrown into 

prison. And then something happened that turned Saul’s life around forever! 

 

Acts 9:1-6 

 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the 

high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who 

belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he 

neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground 

and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. 

"I  

am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told 

what you must do." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

* GOSPEL READING  
 

Luke 5:1-11 (New Living Translation)  

 

One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great crowds pressed in on him to 

listen to the word of God. He noticed two empty boats at the water’s edge for the fishermen had left 

them and were washing their nets. Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push 

out from shore into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. When he had 

finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is deeper and let down your nets to catch 

some fish.” “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you 

say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” And this time their nets were so full of fish they began to tear! So 

they shouted to their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and soon both boats were filled 

with fish and on the verge of sinking. When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his 

knees before Jesus and said, "Oh Lord, please leave me – I’m too much of a sinner to be around you.” 

For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were James 

and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now 

on you’ll be fishing for people.” So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed 

him.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
 


