
1 

 

Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 
On a journey with God to Reach, Grow, and Serve  

 
 

TLPC is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We welcome you to worship and grow with us as we 
live in God’s amazing grace!  Please join us for fellowship and refreshments after the 
service, and let us know how we may serve you.  
 
Supervised childcare for infants is available in the nursery. 
 
Sunday School is offered for children age 3 through grade 8 following the opening 
liturgy.  They will re-join us in worship for communion. 
 
Sheet music, large print bulletins, assistive listening devices and lap quilts are 
available for your use.  Please ask an usher for assistance. 
 
This Week at TLPC (See www.tlpc.org for complete calendar of events.) 
Wednesday 
8:00-9:00am Men’s Bible Study at Coffee And 
6:30-8:00pm Gospel of John Study Group at COM 
Thursday 
8:00-9:00am Men’s Breakfast with Church of the 
Mtns at Jax Diner 
8:00-9:00am Ladies’ Breakfast at Smokey’s 
 
Sunday, Jan. 18, 9:30 – Joint worship at Church of the Mountains 
 
Lead Pastor 
Rev. Scott Trevithick                                                rstrevithick@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Joanie Tankersley      joanie.tankersley@icloud.com 
Worship and Music Planner 
Lorelle Banzett                 banzett@sbcglobal.net 
Pianist, Choir Director 
Miriam Hoffmann            miriamlh@sbcglobal.net 
 

Worship Services at 11603 Donner Pass Rd. 
Site of the Tahoe Truckee School District Offices 

P.O. Box 10620, Truckee, CA  96162 
(530) 582-4243      info@tlpc.org      www.tlpc.org 

Like us on Facebook at Truckee Church and Tahoe Truckee Youth Collective 
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EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
January 4, 2015 

The pastor or worship leader will read the regular print text.  
The congregation will read/sing the bold text. 

Please stand, as you are able, for sections marked with an asterisk *. 
 
PREPARING TO ENCOUNTER GOD IN WORSHIP 
We invite you to sing or pray as we quiet our minds to hear God’s voice  
and open our hearts to feel his presence. 
 
“Open Our Eyes, Lord” 
“Christmas Offering” 
 
WELCOME  
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
 
* GATHERING SONG  

♪ “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” – vs. 1-3 
 
* GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP 
Wise men came from the East  
to worship one they had never seen. 
They brought rich gifts to one they did not even know. 
They were not Jews, yet they came to worship  
the King of the Jews. 
They were outsiders, yet their offerings were accepted. 
They had strange ideas about stars, 
but saw coherence in the whole world's plan. 
 
For them, a King had come that would not be a tyrant. 
The little child was for them the focus of all meaning. 
This King would make all things new. 
They were dreamers who saw beyond the facts to the reality, 
and they went home changed. 
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Come, come everyone, from the East and from everywhere. 
Come and worship Christ, the newborn King. 
     
* CONFESSION 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the Maker of heaven and earth, 
the Word made flesh, 
the Lord and giver of life. 
Amen. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God of peace, 
we confess that we are not at peace—with others or with ourselves. 
We bring to you all that tears us apart: 
discord in our families, violence in our world, 
our own conflicted hearts.  
In your mercy, mend us. 
Reconnect us to one another and to you. 
Let peace reign over all the earth, 
through the Prince of peace, our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   
 
* SHARING THE LORD'S PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
All are invited to share a handshake or a hug as a sign of reconciliation and peace, 
saying “Peace be with you.” 
 
Children age 3 through grade 8 may go to Sunday School. 
 
FIRST READING                                                        Isaiah 60:1–6 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
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and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 
Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice,  
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                   Ephesians 3:1–12 
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 
Gentiles — for surely you have already heard of the commission of God's grace that 
was given me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I 
wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not 
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the 
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was 
given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches 
of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in 
God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.  
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This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith 
in him. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
      
* PREPARING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 
“Jesus What a Wonderful Child” 
 
* GOSPEL READING                                Matthew 2:1–12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be  
born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by  
the prophet: 
'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SERMON – “From Homage to Wholeness” (Matthew 2:1–12) 
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SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt” 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
* GATHERING OF GIFTS  
Our finest offering is our attention, moment by moment and day by day, to God’s purposes for our 
world.  We join our constant efforts to be faithful with these weekly moments of giving that celebrate the 
love with which God surrounds us.  We are God’s children, committed to caring for all of God’s 
creation.     
 
* PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS  
“Bring We the Frankincense” 
 
* PRAYER OF THANKS  
Good and loving God, 
we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, 
who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. 
As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. 
With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, 
we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
The pastor continues with the Eucharistic prayer, concluding: 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
 



7 

 

We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people; fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,  
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
* LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven.                                                  
Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
  We invite all to share in Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the 
Eucharist.  We believe that Jesus Christ is present in and with the bread and wine. We receive this 
sacrament in remembrance of what God has done for us through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  
 You may either eat the bread and drink from the common cup of wine (first chalice) or hold the 
bread and dip it in the grape juice (second chalice). Gluten-free wafers are  
available; just give Pastor the “OK” sign as you come forward to receive the bread.  Children who 
do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 Some people wish to receive communion every week, others less often. Please do what is 
meaningful and comfortable for you.  If you prefer to receive communion while seated, indicate this to 
an usher. 
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COMMUNION SONGS 
“In the Bleak Midwinter” 
“What Child Is This” 
     
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
We give you thanks, O God, 
that in this bread and cup of Christ's very life, 
you give us food for our journey. 
As you led the magi by a star, 
as you brought the holy family home again, 
guide us on the way unfolding before us. 
Wherever we go, may our lives proclaim 
good news of great joy in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
* SENDING SONG 
“Jesus What a Wonderful Child” 
 
PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD 
We are called to make Christ known by our words and actions - in our church family,  
in our local community and throughout the world. 
 
* BENEDICTION  
May the Word that Mary brought to birth 
carry you into new and abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms 
enfold you with love and strength. 
Amen. 
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song 
bring harmony to our world. 
Amen. 
And the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
* SENDING  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
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* POSTLUDE 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24019.    
 

Worship Notes 

TLPC welcomes the Rev. Erica Rader as our guest preacher today.  Erica is a 
Presbyterian pastor serving currently at Fuller Seminary Bay Area.  She also served a 
church in Chicago and with Pastor Joanie at Menlo Park Presbyterian, where she 
describes Joanie as “a wonderful mentor and friend to me in my pastoral formation”.  
Erica is a wife to David and a mother to teenagers Jeremy and Karen.  Her family has 
vacationed in Serene Lakes/Soda Springs since the 70's in a cedar cabin that her 
father built from a kit. 

Our guest preacher January 11 is the Rev. Rick Mills, a retired Presbyterian pastor 
now living in Tahoma.  

TLPC will join Church of the Mountains and Squaw Valley Chapel in worship 
Sunday morning January 18 at 9:30 a.m. at Church of the Mountains in 
celebration of the week of Prayer for Christian Unity.   

 


