
February 22, 2015  The First Sunday of Lent  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

 

Today is the first Sunday of Lent.  One of the themes of Lent is the frailty of life.  Today’s scripture 

readings display the tension between the saving and destructive powers of water.  The waters of the 

flood overwhelmed the world in the days of Noah, yet scripture also reminds us that God delivered Noah 

and his family from death. The Holy Spirit descends on Jesus only after his baptism by John, yet the 

Spirit immediately drives Jesus into the desert—a place defined by its lack of water. Through water and 

the word, in baptism our old, sinful self is put to death, and we are reborn as children of God. But the 

current that flows through these paradoxes is this: in death and life, in flood and drought, God remains 

faithful.  

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Scott) 

God is faithful to the covenant, even when we forget. 

In mercy and steadfast love, God lifts us above our sins. 

Christ brings us to God that we might receive a new spirit and a good conscience. 

We are God’s beloved children who are welcomed into God’s realm here and now in the midst of life. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Scott (or the Assisting Minister, if he or she wishes to do so) will introduce an additional way we will 

pray for one another during Lent:  People will be asked to relate a prayer request or thanksgiving to a 

person near them (preferably one who is not a member of their own family).  Each person can pray for 

the other during the week and there is space in the worship bulletin to write that person’s name and a 

brief reminder of their request.   

After this time, the Assisting Minister will lead in prayer:   

 

Led by Christ in our journey of repentance and moved by his compassion, let us pray for the church, 

those in need, and all of God's creation. 

A brief silence. 

 

Holy God, in baptism you wash us clean from sin and refresh us with your promise of belonging. Unite 

your church in proclaiming that in your family all are welcome, all are beloved, all are made whole.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

The earth thirsts for your life-giving water. We pray for desert places where there is no rain and for 

restoration of polluted rivers and oceans.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Flood our world with a desire for peace. Where people are oppressed, bring justice. Where there is 

terror, bring safety. Stir up compassion among leaders and citizens so that every person is treated with 

dignity, kindness, and love.  



Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Your heart aches with those who are in pain. Tend to those who are hungry, lonely, lost, and those in 

any need. Hear their cries and spur us to respond as your hands and heart in the world.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Remember your covenant with us, and keep us faithful to you until we join with all the saints and angels 

around your heavenly throne.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

 

  

* FIRST READING (Lector) 

Today's reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, the Lord destroys the earth 

by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to 

divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all 

creatures. 

 

Genesis 9:8–17 

 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you 

and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic 

animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant 

with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there 

be a flood to destroy the earth." God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and 

you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the 

clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring clouds over the 

earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 

every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 

flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God 

and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth." God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the 

covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SECOND READING (Lector)  

The Apostle Paul writes to the church at Philippi and describes the willingness of Jesus to take on 

human form and become like us. 

 

Philippians 2:3-8 



Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let 

each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let  the same mind be in you 

that was in Christ Jesus,  who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God   as 

something to be exploited,  but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 

likeness.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 

death—even death on a cross.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Reading  

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he might 

proclaim the good news of God's reign. 

 

Mark 1:9-15 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 

on him. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 

 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, 

tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 

"The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near, repent, and believe in the good news." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  

 


