
March 1, 2015   2nd Sunday in Lent  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 
 

Today is the Second Sunday of Lent.   
 

The story of God's relationship with God's people is a story of promises fulfilled. We hear about God's 
covenant with Sarah and Abraham in today's Genesis reading.  From generation to generation, God is 
steadfast. No matter how many ages pass or how often we turn away, God remains faithful. This is the 

great hope of our faith—no matter how often we stray or how great our sin, God persists in loving us. 
Jesus Christ binds us to God through our baptism into his death. In worship—especially through 

confession, affirmation of baptism, and communion—we continually remember the lengths to which God 
goes to keep covenant with us. Likewise, the Gospel reading reminds us how far God will go to keep 
God’s promises.   

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Scott) 

This is the good news:  God does not go back on the promises made so long ago.   
God does not reject us, God redeems us.   
God does not withhold love, God pours it into our barren lives.  

Forgiven of our sins, filled with hope, living in relationship with God and one another  
- we are a new people.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Joanie (or the Assisting Minister, if he or she wishes to do so) will introduce an additional way we will 

pray for one another during Lent:  People will be asked to relate a prayer request or thanksgiving to a 
person near them (preferably one who is not a member of their own family).  Each person can pray for 

the other during the week and there is space in the worship bulletin to write that person’s name and a 
brief reminder of their request.   

After this time, the Assisting Minister will lead in prayer:   

 
Led by Christ in our journey of repentance and moved by his compassion, let us pray for the church, 

those in need, and all of God's creation.  

A brief silence. 
 

Lord God, you poured out your life on the cross for the sake of the world. Pour out your love through 
your church and make it a community of welcome and grace to all. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 
You stretched out your hand and created the heavens. We praise you for the sun, moon, and stars that 

mark our days and fill us with awe. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

 
You rule over the nations. Uphold the work of international relief organizations, aid workers, and all 
who strive for peace in troubled parts of the world.  We pray for the ministry of the Outreach Foundation 

in partnership with churches which are providing care for Iraqi Refugees. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 



You fulfill your promises. Draw near to those who call on you for help. Open our eyes to the needs all 

around us and move us to respond in faith. Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 
 

You gift this assembly with music. We praise you for singers and instrumentalists, for those who 
compose melodies, those who write hymn texts, and for voices to use in praise of you. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 

Remember your covenant with us, and keep us faithful to you until we join with all the saints and angels 
around your heavenly throne. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 

  
* FIRST READING (Lector) - As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and 
Sarah. God promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child 

together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah's old womb. The name changes 
emphasize the firmness of God's promise.  

 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and 

will make you exceedingly numerous." Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, "As for me, 
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 

nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you. I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 

generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. God said to 
Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless 
her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings 

of peoples shall come from her." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL READING - After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his 

disciples for the first time what is to come. Peter's response indicates that he does not yet understand the 
way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 
 

Mark 8:31-38 
 

Then [Jesus] he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all 



this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his 

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things." 
[Jesus] called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what 

will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for 
their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 

angels." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

  

 

 

 


