
April 26, 2015,  4th Sunday of Easter  

 

WELCOME (Scott)  

 Second week of worship at SDA church 

 Worship resources for Young worshipers--Worship bags 

 Tour of building after worship:  meet at the rear of the sanctuary after the service       

 (in the Narthex) 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the 

relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love that gives 

the shepherd authority or credibility with the sheep. The shepherd's willingness to lay down his 

life for the sheep shows his love. Jesus says,‘I know my own and my own know me,’ and that his 

sheep will listen for his voice.   

 

After a moment of silence, we will continue in worship.  

 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (Scott)  
This is the good news:   

God will walk with us in every moment,  

God will fill us with goodness and mercy,  

God will bring us home to live forever. 

Anointed with grace and forgiveness,  

our lives overflow with love for all people.   

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Confident that the resurrection of Christ has defeated sin and death, we offer our prayers for the 

church, the world, and all people in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

For leaders within the church: For teachers, music leaders, and volunteers of all kinds.  For 

pastors and lay professionals; for those who teach the gospel in our seminaries, colleges, and 

universities; that salvation be preached to all in word and deed, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the beauty of creation, for those who care for the land and all creatures, and for those who 

find recreation in natural resources, that all see God's goodness revealed there, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the rulers of nations, local and national leaders, and those who provide counsel to them, that 

they be guided by the command to love one another, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 



For the sick; the imprisoned; those living with HIV/AIDS, cancer, Parkinson’s, dementia and 

other chronic conditions.  For those who feel themselves living without hope, that they know the 

comfort of the Lord surrounding them, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For families and friends, for those absent from worship, and for those celebrating significant 

events in their lives, that the Holy Spirit guide all God's people in their work and their journeys, 

let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

In thanksgiving for those who have died and by whose lives we have been nourished, that we be 

bold in believing God's promise to be with us always, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Holy God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, you have granted new life, abundant 

renewal, and salvation. Hear our prayers for the sake of the one who has set us free, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING (Lector) - Last week, we read about how Peter healed a man who was 

unable to walk. Peter then attributed the healing to God’s power and described how God's 

promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Then Peter and John are arrested.  In today’s 

reading the story continues as religious authorities question Peter and John about the authority 

or power by which this man has been healed.   

 

Acts 4:5-12 

 

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, 

Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had 

made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did you 

do this?"  

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are 

questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this 

man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 

standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 

whom God raised from the dead. : This Jesus is 'the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

it has become the cornerstone.' 

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals 

by which we must be saved." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm 23 (Sung or recited) 

 

 

* GOSPEL READING: - Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who cares for his sheep. He 

is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 

 

John 10:11 - 18 (NRSV) 

 

[Jesus said] "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  The 

hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 

the sheep and runs away--and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs 

away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.  I am the good shepherd. I know my own 

and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my 

life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and 

they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  For this reason the Father 

loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I 

lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. 

I have received this command from my Father." 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

 


