
Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 
On a journey with God to Reach, Grow, and Serve  

 

TLPC is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We welcome you to worship and grow with us 
as we live in God’s amazing grace!  Please join us for fellowship and 
refreshments after the service downstairs in the fellowship hall and let us know 
how we may serve you.  
 

Supervised childcare for infants is available in the nursery room at the rear of 
the sanctuary. Worship Bags for young children are available at the welcome 
table in the Narthex.  
 

Sunday School is offered downstairs in the classroom off the fellowship hall 
for children age 3 through grade 8 following the opening liturgy.  They will re-
join us in worship for communion. 
 

Sheet music, large print bulletins, and assistive listening devices are 
available for your use.  Please ask an usher for assistance.  Prayer Slips 
available at the welcome table may be placed in the offering plate.   
Please consume food and beverages in the fellowship hall only. 
 

Tuesday  
6:00 pm     TLPC Council-Session Meeting at the Lott’s  
Wednesday 
8:00-9:00am    Men’s Bible Study at Coffee And 
6:30-8:00pm   Gospel of John Bible study at COM 
Thursday 
8:00-9:00am    Men’s Breakfast with COM at Jax Diner 
Friday 
10:00am      Hike with COM.  Contact TruckeeHikers@gmail.com. 
 

Lead Pastor, Rev. Scott Trevithick                              rstrevithick@gmail.com                                
Associate Pastor, Rev. Joanie Tankersley      joanie.tankersley@icloud.com 
Worship and Music Planner, Lorelle Banzett              banzett@sbcglobal.net           
Pianist, Choir Director, Miriam Hoffmann              miriamlh@sbcglobal.net 
      

Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 
Meeting at 11662 Hope Court 

(530) 582-4243      info@tlpc.org      www.tlpc.org 
Like us on Facebook at Truckee Church and 

Tahoe Truckee Youth Collective 
 



 2 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
May 17, 2015 

The pastor or worship leader will read the regular print text.  
The congregation will read/sing the bold text. 

Please stand, as you are able, for sections marked with an asterisk *. 
 
PREPARING TO ENCOUNTER GOD IN WORSHIP 
We invite you to sing or pray as we quiet our minds to hear God’s voice  
and open our hearts to feel God’s presence. 

♪ How Majestic Is Your Name 

♪ Open the Eyes of My Heart 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP        
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
OPENING PRAYER FOR ASCENSION DAY  
Most High God,  
we are witnesses to the life of Jesus Christ:  
written in the Law, promised by the prophets, sung by the psalmists; 
given in love for the world, risen from the dust of death,  
lifted up in heavenly glory.  
Let our lives proclaim Christ's life.  
Wrap us in your power and presence  
so that we may worship you always,  
continually blessing your name;  
through Jesus Christ our Savior,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   
 
WELCOME 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY  
 
* GATHERING SONG 

♪  Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus – vs. 1-3 
 
* CONFESSION  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
who calls us beloved children, who gathers us into one flock, 
who guides us into all truth. 
Amen. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious,  
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

we confess that we fail to recognize you among our neighbors,  
near and far— those who are hungry and thirsty,  
outcast and stripped of dignity,  
suffering in sickness or in prison.  
Forgive us, we pray.  
Teach us to reach out in love and service to one another,  
just as you have done for us,  
so that all will find welcome in your loving embrace. Amen.  
 
* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

* SHARING THE LORD'S PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

All are invited to share a handshake or a hug as a sign of reconciliation and peace, 
saying “Peace be with you.” We do so in the name of Jesus, who offered peace to his disciples 
when they were gathered in fear [John 20] and who extended his life to the point of death to 
make peace with humankind.   

Children age 3 through grade 8 may go to Sunday School. 
 
FIRST READING                      Acts 1:1-11  
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from 
the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After 
his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have 
heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
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So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 
"Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven." 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
 
* PREPARING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 

♪  Spirit of God – vs. 1 
 
*GOSPEL READING                         Luke 24:44-53  
Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you — that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, 
I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high." 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 
into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.   

SERMON - “Images of the Ascension”   
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH             The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 

♪  There Is a Redeemer 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
When the worship leader concludes a petition with “Let us pray.”   
Let all respond, “Have mercy, O God.”  
  
* GATHERING OF GIFTS  
Our finest offering is our attention, moment by moment and day by day, to God’s purposes for 
our world.  We join our constant efforts to be faithful with these weekly moments of giving that 
celebrate the love with which God surrounds us.  We are God’s children, committed to caring 
for all of God’s creation.  Today we receive the offering for the One Great Hour of 
Sharing, a special offering of the Presbyterian Church.  Read more in the worship notes at 
the end of the bulletin.   

♪ You Give Us Hope This Easter Day 
 

* PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS  

♪  Thanks Be to God 
 
* PRAYER OF THANKS  
God of all goodness,  
God of all grace,  
source from whom all blessings flow 
— use our lives and our gifts in your service,  
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and keep us working for the good of all  
whenever we have the opportunity,  
through Christ, the bread of life. Amen. 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The pastor continues with the Eucharistic prayer, concluding:  

For as often as we eat of this bread  
and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this hurting world. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father,  
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
* LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven.                                                  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
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   as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever.  Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 We invite all to share in Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the 
Eucharist.  We believe that Jesus Christ is present in and with the elements. We receive this 
sacrament in remembrance of what God has done for us through the  
death and resurrection of Jesus.  
 You may either eat the bread and drink from the common cup of wine (first chalice)  
or hold the bread and dip it in the grape juice (second chalice). Gluten-free wafers are 
available; just give Pastor the “OK” sign as you come forward to receive the bread.  
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 Some people wish to receive communion every week, others less often. Please do what is 
meaningful and comfortable for you.  If you prefer to receive communion while seated, 
indicate this to an usher.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS 

♪ Fairest Lord Jesus 

♪ Blessing, Honor and Glory   
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Living God,  
we give you thanks for the abundant feast of your grace  
we have received at Christ’s table.  
Now send us forth to be Christ’s body in the world 
— living faithfully, giving generously, and working for good;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 

♪  Go Into the World 
 
PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD  
We are called to make Christ known by our words and actions - in our church family,  
in our local community and throughout the world. 
 
* BENEDICTION  
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* SENDING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
* POSTLUDE 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
TLPC Worship and Community Notes   
The Ascension of the Lord: The Ascension of Jesus into heaven is remembered 40 days 
after Easter, which occurred this past Thursday, and is commonly celebrated the following 
Sunday.   

Serving Communion: You may be interested to know that the celebrant, the pastor who 
presides during communion, washes his or her hands immediately before serving 
communion.  The bread is a wheat flour bread that is home-baked by a church member.  
The wafers are gluten-free.  The first cup holds wine and the second cup holds grape juice.     

One Great Hour of Sharing is a special offering of the Presbyterian Church which enables 
the church to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing 
relief to those affected by natural disasters, providing food to the hungry, and helping to 
empower the poor and oppressed. The offering is directed to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program and the Self Development of People.   

You Give Us Hope This Easter Day was written by pastor and hymn writer Carolyn 
Winfrey Gillette specifically for One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS).  “We hope the hymn 
will be a useful resource in inspiring churches’ support of this special offering that makes such 
a difference in so many people’s lives,” said Gillette, who with her husband, Bruce, serves as 
co-pastor of Limestone Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, Delaware. 

TLPC’s New Location:  On April 19, we celebrated our first worship service in our new 
location.  Helpers are still need to assist with set up and clean up. Come early next Sunday 
at 8:00 to help or come assist today’s clean up after a time of fellowship.  Flyers are available 
in the fellowship hall to invite others to church in our new location.   
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by  
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24019.   Other worship liturgy is adapted from resources provided by 

the Presbyterian Church for the One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/

