
May 10, 2015  Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 

WELCOME (Scott) 

 Happy Mothers’ Day 

 Blanche Williams memorial service Thursday, May 14 at 10 a.m. 

 Worship bags and prayer slips.  Thanks for name tags 

 Jan and Lynn Rogers last Sunday  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 
 

This Sunday's image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. We are called 

to serve others as Jesus came to serve.  For John's gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, 

too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. Abiding friendship captures the love, the joy, the 

deep mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are 

willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and 

enabled by the Spirit. 

 

After a time of silence, we will continue in worship. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Please pause to allow time for reflection before concluding each petition with “Let us pray. . .”  

Confident that the resurrection of Christ has defeated sin and death, we offer our prayers for the church, 

the world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

 

For the church on earth, for those who proclaim the gospel, and for the ministry of congregations 

throughout the world, that the Holy Spirit guide all to love and service, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For seas and fields, plants and animals, for the well-being of the earth, and for those who advocate for 

the just use of God's gifts, that all creation continue to thrive, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the nations of the world, those who govern and those who serve, that leaders accomplish their duties 

faithfully and judge people with equity, let us pray 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the sick, the lonely, those who mourn, those afflicted with malaria, and those who suffer in body, 

mind, or spirit, that God provide them with compassionate caregivers, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For diverse families in all places, for mothers celebrating this day, and for all parents and caregivers as 

they teach their children to know and love God.  For TLPC as a family of faith, that we may welcome 

others and help them be at home, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 



In thanksgiving for all the saints who have died in Christ, that their faithfulness to the gospel inspire us 

every day, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Holy God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, you have granted new life, abundant renewal, and 

salvation. Hear our prayers for the sake of the one who has set us free, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

  

* FIRST READING (Lector)  - God's children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by 

keeping God's commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love 

and faith. 

1 John 5:1 - 6 (NRSV) 

 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent 

loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments.  For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments 

are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that 

conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is 

the Son of God?  

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water 

and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading - This reading is a continuation of the passage we read last week.  It was on the night 

of his arrest that Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, he 

repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another.  

 

John 15:9 - 17 (NRSV) 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and 

abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

complete. "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 

you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 

but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 

last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


