
May 17, 2015,  The Ascension of our Lord   

 

WELCOME (Scott) 

 One Great Hour of Sharing special offering 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

In today's gospel the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will 

empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not gaze up into heaven 

to look for Jesus; we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. 

We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. 

 

After a time of silence, we will continue in worship. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

(For Scott; From resources for One Great Hour of Sharing and Based on Psalm 103 and Matthew 25)   

The steadfast love of the Lord is great,   

as high as the heavens above the earth.           

As far as the east is from the west God has removed our sin from us.  

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.  

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Please pause to allow time for reflection before concluding each petition with “Let us pray. . .”  

Confident that the resurrection of Christ has defeated sin and death, we offer our prayers for the church, 

the world, and all people in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

For the church and all who witness to the gospel, that they proclaim salvation through Jesus Christ to the 

ends of the earth, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For favorable weather, for calm waters and seas, and for all creation, that the nations come to see God's 

glory in every part of their land, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For those in power and authority, for those who bring about peace in war-torn areas, and for the people 

of all nations, that compassion and love thrive, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For those who are sick, poor, hungry, imprisoned, and all who need help for any reason.  Especially 

today we pray for those impacted by the second recent earthquake in Nepal.  We thank you, God, for the 

hope and healing provided through the One Great Hour of Sharing offering.  Let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

For those gathered here in worship, that we continue to praise God for the good things provided through 

Jesus Christ; and for those who are celebrating special occasions, that the Holy Spirit guide us in all our 

days, let us pray. 



Have mercy, O God. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, that through their witness we continue to be confident in the 

glorious inheritance given to us, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

Holy God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, you have granted new life, abundant renewal, and 

salvation. Hear our prayers for the sake of the one who has set us free, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

* FIRST READING (Lector) - Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work 

of the disciples will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book 

of Acts. 

 

Acts 1:1-11 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day 

when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom 

he had chosen.After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, 

he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, 

"is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit not many days from now." 

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 

his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said 

this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was 

going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 

said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Reading (Scott) -  On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a 

blessing, and a promise of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Luke 24:44-53 
 

Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you — that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then 

he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these 



things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have 

been clothed with power from on high." 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was 

blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  

 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table (Scott) (Based on John 6) 

 

Jesus said: I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  

Whoever eats of this bread will live forever;  

and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my body.  

Come and eat at Christ’s abundant table;  

then go forth to feed others as you have been nourished here.  


