
May 3, 2015,  Fifth Sunday of Easter  

 

WELCOME (Scott) 

 SDA Tour?? 

 Worship bags for young worshipers 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 
This Sunday's image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the 

vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding that we read of in the 
gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ's living and life-giving self and 
makes us alive with Christ's life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We 

are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 
 

After a time of silence, we will continue in worship.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Please pause to allow time for reflection before conclud ing each petition with “Let us pray. . .”  

Confident that the resurrection of Christ has defeated sin and death, we offer our prayers for the church, 

the world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

For the mission of the church throughout the world, that all be led by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the 
good news that God is love; for our faithful witness in Truckee,  

let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God.  
 

For plants and animals, for clean water and air, for favorable weather, and for the whole of creation, that 
you guide us to serve as good stewards of the earth, let us pray.  

Have mercy, O God.  
 
For judges, lawyers, and all court officials, for the leaders of government, and for all who seek justice in 

this world, that all be treated with fairness and equity.  Especially we pray for the city of Baltimore. . . 
let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God.  
 
For those who are poor, hungry, bereaved, distressed, and sick, and for those who provide care and 

comfort, that all find assurance of God's unending love for them.  Especia lly we pray for those impacted 
by the earthquake in Nepal. . .  let us pray.  

Have mercy, O God.  
 
For those who yearn for meaning and community with others, that the Holy Spirit lead them to mentors 

in the faith; for those visiting this congregation; and for college students and those who are away with 
family and friends, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered.  

 
In thanksgiving for the confessors of the faith in past generations, especially those who have died in the 



Lord, that they inspire future generations to proclaim the gospel, let us pray.  

Have mercy, O God.  
 
Holy God, by the death and resurrection of your Son, you have granted new life, abundant renewal, and 

salvation. Hear our prayers for the sake of the one who has set us free, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

FIRST READING (Lector) 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not 
seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love 

toward others because the essence of God is love. 
 
1 John 4:7-21 

 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed 

among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is 
love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 

God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have 

seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that 
God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been perfected 
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 

world.There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I 
love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 

they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

Gospel Reading - On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would 
have with him. Those who abide in his word and love would bear fruit, for apart from him, they could do 

nothing. 
 

John 15:1-8 
 
[Jesus said to them,] I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in 

me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 

branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I 



am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 

from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 

much fruit and become my disciples.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

  

 

 


