
June 14, 2015 Third Sunday After Pentecost   

 

WELCOME (Scott) 

 Happy Father’s Day 

 Communion Table Cloth from Gisela 

 Entrances to the sanctuary    

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of 

life. We'd expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-

account seed. It's not the way we expect divine activity to look.  God similarly surprises by directing the 

prophet Samuel to choose David, the youngest of Jesse’s sons, to be the future king.   

 

Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted 

through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all 

that impressive, but while nobody's looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding. 

 

After a moment of silence, we will continue in worship.   

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (For Scott)  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Please pause to allow time for reflection before concluding each petition with “Let us pray. . .”  

Trusting the Spirit's power, we pray for the church, the world, and all of God's creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Gracious God, you reveal yourself in word and water, bread and wine. Show us your will as we worship 

and send us forth as signs of unexpected grace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Life-giving God, the trees sing of your faithfulness. Give growth to trees and shrubs, grasses and all 

flowering things, that their beauty may flourish for their sakes and ours. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God of wisdom, you provide for all peoples and nations. We pray for governments and international 

organizations, for all who shelter refugees and strive for peace and justice. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God of love, you know our hurts and failings. We pray for those who are homeless, unemployed, 

imprisoned, hungry, and sick. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Faithful God, you prosper the work of our hands. We pray for the outreach ministries of this 

congregation, especially our partnerships with Project MANA and the Food and Resource Support 

Center. We trust your Spirit moving through and among us even when we do not see the fruits of our 

labors. Lord, in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

We remember in thanksgiving the saints who have gone before us. Anchor us in the triune God, 

confident in the abundant life you promise. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, gracious God, and those prayers known only to you. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING (Lector)   

Saul, anointed by the prophet Samuel as the first king of Israel, displeases the Lord. The Lord therefore 

sends Samuel to Bethlehem to meet with Jesse and his sons. Though there are seven older brothers, God 

guides Samuel to anoint David, the youngest of the sons of Jesse, to succeed Saul as king. 

 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 
 

Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. Samuel did not see Saul 

again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had 

made Saul king over Israel. 

The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 

over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 

provided for myself a king among his sons." Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 

me." And the LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the 

LORD.' Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me 

the one whom I name to you." Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 

elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" He said, "Peaceably; 

I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice." And he 

sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed is now before the 

LORD." But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 

because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 

appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before 

Samuel. He said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 

said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and 

Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any of these." Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons 

here?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to 

Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." He sent and brought him in. 

Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; 

for this is the one." Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; 

and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and 

went to Ramah. 

 
The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
 



*GOSPEL READING: (Scott) - Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are 

able to hear and understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God's kingdom. 

 

Mark 4:26-34 
 

He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep 

and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces 

of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is ripe, at once 

he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come." 

He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is 

like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet 

when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that 

the birds of the air can make nests in its shade." 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to 

them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

The Word/Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction:  (Scott) 

 


