
July 12, 2015, Seventh Sunday After Pentecost   

 

WELCOME (Assisting Minister and Pastor Rick Mills) 

Assisting Minister:  

 Welcome to worship guests; reminder to TLPC regulars of privilege to get to know guests 

 Introduce Pastor Rick (See info in Worship Notes on p. 8 of bulletin) 

Pastor Rick: 

 Other comments as you wish 

 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 
 

When Amos told what he saw when God held up the plumb line of justice next to Israel—that the poor 

were being trampled—he was a threat to the power of priests and king. John the Baptist also spoke truth 

to power, and Herod had him beheaded. In Herod's fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we 

may hear hope for the oppressed: that all the prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are 

called to witness to justice in company with them. 

After a moment of silence, we will continue in worship.   

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

(For Rick, if you wish, or use your own Assurance)  

 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 

everything old has passed away; 

everything has become new! 

In Christ, + you are a new creation: 

your sins are taken away and you are made new. 

Be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  (Revised as of 7/9/2015) 

(For Assisting Minister and Pastor Rick) 

Note to Assisting Minister:  During the months of July and August (and perhaps thereafter), we will be 

altering our prayer practices by providing longer periods of silence between each petition.  Please wait 

for 10 seconds of silence before saying “Hear us, O God” and continuing with the next petition. 

The petitions will be shorter and perhaps fewer in number.  Through these adaptations we hope to 

encourage people to be more engaged by adding their own prayers, either silently or aloud, after each 

petition and continuing to have opportunity to add other general intercessions later in the prayer time.  

You may help introduce these changes to worshipers using these or similar words: 

During our prayers, we will allow longer periods of silence between each petition before 

concluding with “Hear us, O God” and your response of “Your mercy is great.” 

The silence will allow you to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud, to voice concerns or 

thanksgiving as prompted by that petition.  There will continue to be time for adding your own 

prayers toward the end of the petitions.   



Gathered by the Holy Spirit and fed by the word, we come together as the people of God to pray for the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Mighty God, raise up prophets in every age who speak truth through and to your church. Inspire us to 

act in word and deed.   

(Wait for others to pray)…. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Send favorable weather on crops, fields, orchards, and gardens. 

(Wait for others to pray)….  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Give us leaders who consider the needs of all, especially those who have no advocate.  

(Wait for others to pray)….  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Tend to all victims of violence, those unjustly imprisoned, and those who are running out of hope. Heal 

those who are sick and comfort those who grieve.  

(Wait for others to pray)….  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Strengthen families, guide parents and caregivers, and enfold children with the riches of your grace.  

(Wait for others to pray)….  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Please feel free to offer your own prayers out loud or in the silence of your heart.  

 

(Pastor) Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the grace of Jesus 

our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING (Lector)   

Amos was not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he was an ordinary 

farmer from Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern kingdom). 

God's word of judgment through Amos conflicted with the king's court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos 

encountered at Bethel. 

 

Amos 7:7–15 
 

This is what he showed me: the LORD was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb 

line in his hand. And the LORD said to me, "Amos, what do you see?" And I said, "A plumb line." Then 

the LORD said, 

"See, I am setting a plumb line 



in the midst of my people Israel; 

I will never again pass them by; 

the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, 

and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, 

and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword."  

Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, "Amos has conspired 

against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. For thus 

Amos has said, 

'Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 

and Israel must go into exile 

away from his land.'" 

And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and 

prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 

kingdom."  

Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet's son; but I am a herdsman, and a 

dresser of sycamore trees, and the LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, 

'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.' 

 
The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL READING: (Pastor Rick)  

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist's 

martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to the 

gospel of salvation. 

 

Mark 6:14-29 

 

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some were saying, "John the baptizer has 

been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him." But others said, "It is 

Elijah." And others said, "It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old." But when Herod heard of it, he 

said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been raised." 

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of 

Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been telling Herod, "It 

is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted 

to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, 

and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to 

him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers 

and for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and 

his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it." And he 

solemnly swore to her, "Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom." She went out 

and said to her mother, "What should I ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the 

baptizer." Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, "I want you to give me at once the 

head of John the Baptist on a platter." The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and 

for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders 

to bring John's head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it 

to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his 

body, and laid it in a tomb. 

 

 



The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMISSIONING FOR YOUTH GATHERING IN DETROIT 

(For Pastor Rick and a representative from the congregation; see additional file)         

Sonia Breuch                   

 


