
July 19, 2015  Eighth Sunday After Pentecost   

 

WELCOME  

 Welcome to worship guests; reminder to TLPC regulars of privilege to get to know guests 

 Any comments about music in the service 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

Mark's gospel makes clear how great was the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to be met, on 

Jesus and his disciples. Yet in today's gospel Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care 

of themselves. Sometimes we think that when others are in great need we shouldn't think of ourselves at 

all; but Jesus also honors the caregivers' need. We are sent from Christ's table to care for others and for 

ourselves. 

After a moment of silence, we will continue in worship.   

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Note to Assisting Minister:  During the months of July and August (and perhaps thereafter), we will be 

altering our prayer practices by providing longer periods of silence between each petition.   

 After each petition, allow time for worshipers to include their own intercessions. Those who pray 

aloud may conclude by saying the prompt:  “Hear us, O God,” to which the congregation may 

respond, “Your mercy is great.” 

 Please conclude a person’s intercession with “Hear us, O God” if the person does not. 

 Please wait for a count of 10 seconds of silence before beginning the next petition.   

 

The petitions will be shorter and perhaps fewer in number.  Through these adaptations we hope to 

encourage people to be more engaged by adding their own prayers, either silently or aloud, after each 

petition and continuing to have opportunity to add other general intercessions later in the prayer time.   

You may help introduce these changes to worshipers using these or similar words: 

 During our prayers, we will allow longer periods of silence between each petition.  The silence 

will allow you to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud, to voice concerns or 

thanksgiving as prompted by that petition.   

 You may end your intercession with “Hear us, O God,” to which the congregation will respond 

“Your mercy is great.” 

 There will continue to be time for adding additional prayers toward the end of the petitions.    

 

Gathered by the Holy Spirit and fed by the word, we come together as the people of God to pray for the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Holy One, give hope to your church around the world.  Gather us around you like a caring shepherd . . .  

 

(Wait for others to pray.  After a count of 10, begin the next petition or conclude this petition with the 

prompt. . . ) 



Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Protect and renew the quiet places of the world.  

 

(Wait for others to pray.  After a count of 10, begin the next petition or conclude this petition with the 

prompt. . . ) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Teach us to be neighbors to each other instead of strangers and aliens.  

(Wait for others to pray.  After a count of 10, begin the next petition or conclude this petition with the 

prompt. . . ) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Give rest to those who care for others. Be with those who are dying, comfort those who grieve, and heal 

those who are sick.  

 

(Wait for others to pray.  After a count of 10, begin the next petition or conclude this petition with the 

prompt. . . ) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Bring calm to those who are troubled because of frantic schedules and lack of leisure.  

(Wait for others to pray.  After a count of 10, begin the next petition or conclude this petition with the 

prompt. . . ) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

We give thanks that we are citizens with the saints and members of your household. Keep us in 

communion with all the faithful departed until we join them around your throne. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Into your hands, loving God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the grace of Jesus our 

Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING (Lector)   - Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 B.C. In this passage, he 

uses the metaphor of a shepherd to describe the bad kings who have scattered the "flock" of Israel. God 

promises to gather the flock and to raise up a new king from David's line to save Israel and Judah. 

 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. Therefore thus 

says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who 



have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend 

to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all 

the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful 

and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any 

longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he 

shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days 

Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The 

LORD is our righteousness." 

 
The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL READING: (Scott) - When Jesus sent his disciples out to teach and heal, they ministered 

among large numbers of people. Their work was motivated by Christ's desire to be among those in need. 

 

Mark 6:30–34, 53–56 
 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He said to them, 

"Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while." For many were coming and going, 

and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by 

themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the 

towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for 

them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.  

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. When they 

got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that whole region and began to 

bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he went, into villages or cities or 

farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of 

his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

Announcements: 

 Scott:  (There is slide with this info) Stand with Africa celebration dinner will be July 26 at Edie 

and Denny’s house at 5 pm. Please sign up with dish you will bring; sign up is on the Fellowship 

table downstairs. 

 Youth Collective Capture the Flag for Middle and High School Students: Thursday, July 30.  

Meet at Church of the Mountains.   


