
July 26, 2015 Stand with Africa Sunday, Ninth Sunday After Pentecost   

 

WELCOME  

 Welcome Worship guests 

 Stand with Africa Sunday 

o Dedication of recycling funds to Malaria Campaign 

o Giving opportunity to  

 Hands of Hope Africa (HOH),  

 International Health Partners (IHP) 

 Worship leader Glen Miller from (HOH); his wife Patty 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister) 

 No intro to the day today. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (Scott) 

(Ephesians 2:10) 

“In him we have been reconciled to God through the cross, 

made citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.” 

 

Hear then, the good news that in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

FIRST READING (Lector)  - This is the short story of Jesus healing Simon Peter’s mother-in-law from 

a high fever 

 

Luke 4:38-40 

 After leaving the synagogue [Jesus] entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering 

from a high fever, and they asked him about her. Then he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it 

left her. Immediately she got up and began to serve them. As the sun was setting, all those who had any 

who were sick with various kinds of diseases brought them to him; and he laid his hands on each of 

them and cured them.  

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL READING: (Scott) - Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What 

we have, what we bring to Jesus' table seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see 

around us. But it is not the adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is 

the power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a 

world where all the hungry are satisfied. 

 

John 6:1-21 

 

After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A 

large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up 



the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 

near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we 

to buy bread for these people to eat?"He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to 

do. Philip answered him, "Six months' wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a 

little." One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, There is a boy here who has five 

barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people? Jesus said, "Make the people sit 

down." Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in 

all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were 

seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, "Gather 

up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost." So they gathered them up, and from the 

fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the 

people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet who is to come into 

the world." 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew 

again to the mountain by himself. 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea to 

Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a 

strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on 

the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, "It is I; do not be 

afraid." Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward 

which they were going. 

  
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*LITANY FOR HEALING (Assisting Minister) 

Compassionate and healing God, you rebuked the fever that afflicted Peter’s mother-in-law and restored 

her to wholeness.  We gather today to stand with our sisters and brothers in Africa who face suffering 

and isolation from unclean water, poor health, malaria, and AIDS. 

Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever. 

We walk with them on the long, rutted road to the clinic. 

Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever. 

We keep vigil at the bedside of sick children and pregnant women.  

Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever. 

We accompany the doctors, nurses, and family members who care tirelessly for patients. 

Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever. 

We embrace the parents who grieve the loss of children and we weep with those who have lost spouses 

and parents and grandparents.   

Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever. 

We despair with those who are burdened by poverty and the financial costs of poor health.  

Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever. 

We pray for the success of researchers who discover methods of prevention and treatment and for 

village health care teams as they educate people. 

Use us, O Lord, to rebuke the fever. 

 



Hear our prayers for wholeness and healing of those whom we mention silently and aloud . . .  

Prayers of intercession may be offered.  When praying aloud, you may conclude your prayer, 

“Hear us, O God,” to which the congregation may respond, “Your mercy is great.” 

(Pastor:)  Open our hearts, O Lord, and infect them with generosity and love for your people so that 

through our gifts and serving, lives might be changed as the fever of sickness is rebuked; in Jesus’ name. 

Amen.  

 

 

Announcements: 

 

 Stand with Africa dinner tonight at the Lott’s beginning at 5. 

 Youth Collective Glow in the Dark Capture the Flag Thursday, July 30 from 8-10:15 p.m. Meet 

at and return to Church of the Mountains.  

 


