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Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 
On a journey with God to Reach, Grow, and Serve  

 

TLPC is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We welcome you to worship and grow with us as we 
live in God’s amazing grace!  Please join us for fellowship and refreshments after the 
service downstairs in the fellowship hall and let us know how we may serve you.  
 

Supervised childcare for infants is available in the nursery room at the rear of the 
sanctuary. Worship Bags for young children are available at the welcome table in the 
Narthex, the welcome space at the top of the stairs. 
 

Sunday School is offered downstairs in the classroom off the fellowship hall for 
children age 3 through grade 8 following the opening liturgy.  They will re-join us in 
worship for communion. 
 

Sheet music, large print bulletins, and assistive listening devices are available for 
your use.  Please ask an usher for assistance.  Prayer Slips available at the welcome 
table may be placed in the offering plate.   
Please consume food and beverages in the fellowship hall only. 
 

Today 
1:00-3:00 pm     Middle School and High School Youth Collective Frisbee Disc Golf    
                         and Root Beer Floats. Meet at the Truckee Regional Park 
Wednesday 
4:00-5:30pm      Bible Study on the book of James at Church of the Mountains  
                         (COM).  Contact Pastor Joanie Tankersley for more info.  
Thursday 
8:00-9:00am       Men’s Breakfast with COM at Jax Diner 
Friday 
10:00am          Hike with COM.  Contact TruckeeHikers@gmail.com. 
 

Lead Pastor, Rev. Scott Trevithick                               rstrevithick@gmail.com                                
Associate Pastor, Rev. Joanie Tankersley        joanie.tankersley@icloud.com 
Worship and Music Planner, Lorelle Banzett                banzett@sbcglobal.net           
Pianist, Choir Director, Miriam Hoffmann               miriamlh@sbcglobal.net   

 
Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 

Meeting at 11662 Hope Court 
(530) 582-4243      info@tlpc.org      www.tlpc.org 

Like us on Facebook at Truckee Church and Tahoe Truckee Youth Collective 
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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 23, 2015 

The pastor or worship leader will read the regular print text.  
The congregation will read/sing the bold text. 

Please stand, as you are able, for sections marked with an asterisk *. 
 
PREPARING TO ENCOUNTER GOD IN WORSHIP 
We invite you to sing or pray as we quiet our minds to hear God’s voice  
and open our hearts to feel God’s presence. 
♪ You Are My All in All 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                    Adapted from Psalm 84 
How lovely is Your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 
We long to be where You are; 
to stand in Your very presence, 
and to behold You, face to face! 
And so we have come to this place today; 
we have gathered together to worship You— 
to offer the praise which belongs to You alone. 
Bless us as we worship You together, 
and as we open our hearts and minds 
to Your presence among us. 
For You alone are God, 
the One in whom we trust.  Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
* GATHERING SONG 
♪ Lift High the Cross 
 
* CONFESSION  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the creator of wind and rain, field and ocean, 
the bread of life coming down from above, 
the power at work within us and this world. 
Amen.   
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Silence is kept for reflection.  

God of Israel and God of Jesus Christ, we would not be here if you had not chosen to 
touch our lives with your love.  We cannot hide our wonder that you should choose 
to enter our world and our lives in person - in Jesus.  Yet we confess that we 
sometimes have trouble when faced with questions of whether we wholeheartedly 
serve you or not. We are often tempted to put things other than you first in our 
lives—when we are faced, often daily, with choices which affect how we live as your 
faithful people—choices about how we share the gifts you have given us. 
 
Forgive us when the choices we make reflect not your glory  
but our own selfishness.  
Forgive us when the choices we make diminish our awareness of you, in the 
midst of those who suffer. 
 
Gracious and loving God,  
strengthen us where we are weak  
with the renewing power of your Spirit  
so that the choices we make clearly reveal our identity  
as your faithful people,  
and as sincere and devoted followers of Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord - in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
 
* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

 
* SHARING THE LORD'S PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
All are invited to share a handshake or a hug as a sign of reconciliation and peace, 
saying “Peace be with you.” We do so in the name of Jesus, who offered peace to his disciples when 
they were gathered in fear [John 20] and who extended his life to the point of death to make peace 
with humankind.   

Children age 3 through grade 8 may go to Sunday School. 
 

FIRST READING               Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 
Narrator: Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem.  They stood before 
Joshua and before God.  Joshua retold the whole story of their people.  He started 
with Abraham, reminded them of the hardships of slavery in Egypt, and recounted 
the way God led them out of slavery.  He reminded them that God had been with 
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them while they wandered in the wilderness and had given them their new homes in 
the Promised Land.  Then Joshua said to all the people, 
 
Joshua:  Now therefore honor the Lord, and serve God sincerely and faithfully.  Put 
away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the Lord.  If you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, 
we will serve the Lord. 
 
Narrator:  Then the people answered, 
 
People: Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 
for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our 
sight.  The Lord protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the 
peoples through whom we passed.  And, the Lord drove out before us all the 
peoples who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for the 
Lord is our God. 
 
Narrator:  The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING              Ephesians 6:10-20 
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of 
God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle 
is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so 
that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to 
stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on 
the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you 
ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with 
which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 
and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I 
speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of  
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the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, 
as I must speak. 
 
The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 
* PREPARING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 
♪ Surely It Is God Who Saves Me – vs.1 all; vs. 2 Song Leaders 
 

*GOSPEL READING                   John 6:56-69 

Jesus said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in 

them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 

eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not 
like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will 

live forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 
Capernaum. 
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can 
accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to 
them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending 
to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words 

that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do 
not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, 
and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told 
you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with 
him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We 
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
SERMON - “Ready to Serve in our World” 

   
SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
♪ Will You Come and Follow Me? 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
When a worshiper concludes a petition with “Lord, in your mercy,”   
let all respond, “Hear our prayer.”  
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* GATHERING OF GIFTS  
Our finest offering is our attention, moment by moment and day by day, to God’s purposes for our 
world.  We join our constant efforts to be faithful with these weekly moments of giving that celebrate the 
love with which God surrounds us.  We are God’s children, committed to caring for all of God’s 
creation.   

 
* PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS  
♪ Give Thanks 
 
* PRAYER OF THANKS  
O God, 
May our giving add strength to the witness of your church  
as we humbly seek your truth and lovingly share it. 
Make us ready to proclaim the gospel of peace in our homes, 
in our places of study, work, and leisure,  
throughout our community and the world. 
We pray in our savior’s name. Amen.  
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The pastor continues with the Eucharistic prayer . . .   

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
…For yours is the glory, Almighty God, now and forever, Amen 

 
* LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven.                                                  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
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   as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 We invite all to share in Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the 
Eucharist.  We believe that Jesus Christ is present in and with the elements. We receive this 
sacrament in remembrance of what God has done for us through the  
death and resurrection of Jesus.  
 You may either eat the bread and drink from the common cup of wine (first chalice)  
or hold the bread and dip it in the grape juice (second chalice). Gluten-free wafers are available; just 
give Pastor the “OK” sign as you come forward to receive the bread.   
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 Some people wish to receive communion every week, others less often. Please do what is 
meaningful and comfortable for you.  If you prefer to receive communion while seated, indicate this to 
an usher.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS 
♪ I Surrender All 
♪ Bread of Life From Heaven 
  
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
SENDING SONG 
♪ My Life Is In You, Lord 
 
PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD  
We are called to make Christ known by our words and actions - in our church family,  
in our local community and throughout the world. 
     
* BENEDICTION  

 
 

* SENDING 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
* POSTLUDE 
 


