
August 23, 2015 Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost   

 

WELCOME  

 Back to School Sunday next week    

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister)  

In different ways, today’s readings each pose a question or challenge about faithful following:  

 Joshua asks us “Whom shall we serve?”  

 Paul encourages believers to be strong in the Lord.  

 Jesus asks disciples, “Do you also wish to go away?” 

Together the readings prompt us to reflect on God’s call and our response and the strength which God 

provides so that we may follow while walking in a world which challenges us every day. 

 

After a moment of reflection, we will continue in worship.  

 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Note to Assisting Minister:  During the months of July and August (and perhaps thereafter), we will be 

altering our prayer practices by providing longer periods of silence between each petition.   

 After each petition, allow time for worshipers to include their own intercessions. Those who pray 

aloud may conclude by saying the prompt:  “Lord, in your mercy,” to which the congregation 

may respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 Please conclude a person’s intercession with “Lord, in your mercy” if the person does not. 

 Please wait for a count of 10 seconds of silence before beginning the next petition.   

 

The petitions will be shorter and perhaps fewer in number.  Through these adaptations we hope to 

encourage people to be more engaged by adding their own prayers, either silently or aloud, after each 

petition and continuing to have opportunity to add other general intercessions later in the prayer time.   

You may help introduce these changes to worshipers using these or similar words: 

 During our prayers, we will allow longer periods of silence between each petition.  The silence 

will allow you to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud, to voice concerns or 

thanksgiving as prompted by that petition.   

 You may end your intercession with “Lord, in your mercy,” to which the congregation will 

respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 There will continue to be time for adding additional prayers toward the end of the petitions.    

 

With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, we pray for the church and for this congregation called TLPC. Lead us to declare our faith 

in you. . .  

 



Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the leaders in every place. Equip them to serve with justice and to dispel the forces of evil.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for all who have gone before us. Give us wisdom to follow their example of faithful 

living. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We give you thanks for the joy of human relationships and ask for comfort for those who feel isolated, 

who are grieving, or who are sick. Wrap them in the warm embrace of your all-encompassing love.  

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING - (Lector as Narrator, Scott as Joshua and congregation as people) 

 

Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 

 

Narrator: Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem.  They stood before Joshua and 

before God.  Joshua retold the whole story of their people.  He started with Abraham, reminded them of 

the hardships of slavery in Egypt, and recounted the way God led them out of slavery.  He reminded 

them that God had been with them while they wandered in the wilderness and had given them their new 

homes in the Promised Land.  Then Joshua said to all the people, 

 

Joshua:  Now therefore honor the Lord, and serve God sincerely and faithfully.  Put away the gods that 

your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.  If you are unwilling to serve 

the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region 

beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my 

household, we will serve the Lord. 

 

Narrator:  Then the people answered, 

 

People: Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God 

who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did 

those great signs in our sight.  The Lord protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the 



peoples through whom we passed.  And, the Lord drove out before us all the peoples who lived in the 

land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for the Lord is our God. 

 

Narrator:  The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING (Lector)  - Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this 

letter closes by calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of 

God includes truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the 

Spirit. 

 

Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

 Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.  Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may 

be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, 

but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against 

the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you 

may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.  Stand therefore, 

and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness.  As shoes for 

your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace.  With all of these, take 

the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take 

the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 

persevere in supplication for all the saints.  Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 

given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  for which I am an ambassador in 

chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL READING: (Scott)  John 6: 56-69 

Jesus said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living 

Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the 

bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one 

who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 

Capernaum. 

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” But Jesus, 

being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? Then 

what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; 

the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are 

some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and 

who was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can 

come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the 

twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You 

have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

  
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


