
August 9, 2015 Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost   
 

WELCOME  

      

     

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister)  

Invite the congregation to pray this prayer with you. 

 

Gracious God,  

your blessed Son came down from heaven  

to be the true bread that gives life to the world.  

Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him,  

and that, strengthened by this food,  

we may live as his body in the world,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Note to Assisting Minister:  During the months of July and August (and perhaps thereafter), we will be 

altering our prayer practices by providing longer periods of silence between each petition.   

 After each petition, allow time for worshipers to include their own intercessions. Those who pray 

aloud may conclude by saying the prompt:  “Hear us, O God,” to which the congregation may 

respond, “Your mercy is great.” 

 Please conclude a person’s intercession with “Hear us, O God” if the person does not. 

 Please wait for a count of 10 seconds of silence before beginning the next petition.   

 

The petitions will be shorter and perhaps fewer in number.  Through these adaptations we hope to 

encourage people to be more engaged by adding their own prayers, either silently or aloud, after each 

petition and continuing to have opportunity to add other general intercessions later in the prayer time.   

You may help introduce these changes to worshipers using these or similar words: 

 During our prayers, we will allow longer periods of silence between each petition.  The silence 

will allow you to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud, to voice concerns or 

thanksgiving as prompted by that petition.   

 You may end your intercession with “Hear us, O God,” to which the congregation will respond 

“Your mercy is great.” 

 There will continue to be time for adding additional prayers toward the end of the petitions.    

 

Gathered by the Holy Spirit and fed by the word, we come together as the people of God to pray for the 

church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God, send rain and sun in their season so that fields of grain and fields of flowers thrive. Help us to 

care for what you have created. 

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 



Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We pray for your church throughout the world. We pray for TLPC.  Open our eyes to see us as you see 

us.  

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Teach us to share the living bread from heaven that you provide so that all are fed.  

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Sustain all whose journey feels too hard to bear. Restore the hope of all who despair. Heal the sick and 

comfort the grieving. Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here additional intercessions may be offered. 

Keep us in communion with our ancestors in the faith until we are raised up on the last day and join 

them at the table of the Lamb.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant 

mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING (Lector)  - First Kings chapter 18 describes the contest between Elijah and the 

prophets of Baal. The contest proves that the Lord is God; and afterwards Elijah orders the killing of 

the Baal prophets. Angered by the deaths of her prophets, Queen Jezebel threatens to kill Elijah. In 

today’s reading Elijah flees for his safety and is fatigued, and in utter despair. He wishes he could die.  

God provides for him and responds to his need. 

 

1 Kings 19:4-8 

 

 [Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. 

He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my 

ancestors.” Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and 

said to him, “Get up and eat.”  He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar 

of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again.  The angel of the LORD came a second time, touched 

him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.”  He got up, and ate and 

drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 

 
The Word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 

 



*GOSPEL READING: (Scott) After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus 

teaches them regarding the true significance of this remarkable sign. 

 John 6:35-51 

Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 

believes in me will never be thirsty. But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not 

believe. Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never 

drive away; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent 

me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but 

raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in 

him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’ 

Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, ‘I am the bread that came down from 

heaven.’ They were saying, ‘Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? 

How can he now say, “I have come down from heaven”?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do not complain 

among yourselves. No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that 

person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, “And they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone 

who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the 

one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I 

am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that 

comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down 

from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the 

world is my flesh.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

Benediction (Scott) 

 

Jesus said, I am the bread of life.  

 

May Christ the living bread that came down from heaven live in you,  

so you may be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,  

as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

be with you and remain with you forever. Amen. 

 


