
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, August 16, 2015  
 

JANE:  Introduction - The psalm we’ll read responsively was written by Asaph, the 

founder of one of Israel’s temple choirs. It challenges his generation to search their 

consciences as to whether they were fulfilling God’s call to pass their faith on to the next 

generation. The psalm serves as a warning because the previous generation had failed to 

do so. Listen to God’s Word from Psalm 78.  

 

FIRST READING - Psalm 78:1-7 

O my people, listen to my instructions. 

    Open your ears to what I am saying, for I will teach you lessons from our past— 

stories we have heard and known, 

    stories our ancestors handed down to us. 

We will not hide these truths from our children; 

    we will tell the next generation 

about the glorious deeds of the Lord, 

    about his power and his mighty wonders. 

God commanded our ancestors 

     to teach them to their children,  

so the next generation might know them— 

    even the children not yet born— 

    and they in turn will teach their own children. 

So each generation should set its hope anew on God, 

    not forgetting his glorious miracles. 

 

ALL SING GOSPEL SONG ……  

 

JANE…. I will join you on the platform as you read the Second Reading…. As soon 

as you finish I will simply say the Gospel verse….. 

 

   

SECOND READING - In our reading from Acts chapter 17, Luke records one of Paul’s 

most significant sermons in which he initiates a spiritual conversation with the people of 

Athens in a manner that is very instructive for followers of Jesus to model today. Listen 

as Paul shows he understands the cultural sensitivities of the people with whom he 

speaks.  

 

 

Acts 17: 16-34 

       

While Paul was waiting for Silas and Timothy in Athens, he was deeply troubled to see 

the city was full of idols. He went to the synagogue to reason with the Jews and the God-

fearing Gentiles, and he spoke daily in the public square to all who happened to be there. 

A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. When he told 

them about Jesus and his resurrection, they said, “What’s this babbler trying to say with 

these strange ideas he’s picked up?” Others said, “He seems to be preaching about some 



foreign gods.” Then they took him to the high council of the city. ‘Come and tell us about 

this new teaching,’ they said. “You are saying some rather strange things, and we want to 

know what it’s all about.” (It should be explained that all the Athenians as well as the 

foreigners in Athens seemed to spend all their time discussing the latest ideas.) So Paul 

said, “People of Athens, I notice that you are very religious in every way, for as I was 

walking along I saw your many shrines. And one of your altars had this inscription: ‘To 

an Unknown God.’ This God, whom you worship without knowing, is the one I’m telling 

you about. He is the God who made the world and everything in it. Since he is Lord of 

heaven and earth, he doesn’t live in man-made temples, and human hands can’t serve his 

needs—for he has no needs. He himself gives life and breath to everything, and he 

satisfies every need. God did this so that people would seek him and perhaps reach out 

for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. For in him we live and 

move and have our being. As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

And since this is true, we shouldn’t think of God as an idol designed by craftsmen from 

gold or silver or stone”…..When they heard Paul speak…. some laughed in contempt, but 

others said, “We want to hear more about this matter later.” At that, Paul left the Council. 

Some of the people became followers and believed.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL READING - Jesus said, ‘Anyone with ears to hear should listen and 

understand.’ 

 

Matthew 11:15 and 13:9 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Note to Assisting Minister:  During the months of July and August (and perhaps 

thereafter), we will be altering our prayer practices by providing longer periods of 

silence between each petition.   

 After each petition, allow time for worshipers to include their own intercessions. 

Those who pray aloud may conclude by saying the prompt:  “Hear us, O God,” to 

which the congregation may respond, “Your mercy is great.” 

 Please conclude a person’s intercession with “Hear us, O God” if the person 

does not. 

 Please wait for a count of 10 seconds of silence before beginning the next 

petition.   

 

The petitions will be shorter and perhaps fewer in number.  Through these adaptations 

we hope to encourage people to be more engaged by adding their own prayers, either 

silently or aloud, after each petition and continuing to have opportunity to add other 

general intercessions later in the prayer time.   



You may help introduce these changes to worshipers using these or similar words: 

 During our prayers, we will allow longer periods of silence between each petition.  

The silence will allow you to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud, to 

voice concerns or thanksgiving as prompted by that petition.   

 You may end your intercession with “Hear us, O God,” to which the congregation 

will respond “Your mercy is great.” 

There will continue to be time for adding additional prayers toward the end of the 

petitions.  

Let us join our hearts and minds as God’s people to pray for the church around the world, 

our church, family and friends, and for all those in need.  

A brief silence. 

Lord, hear our prayers for the needs of your creation and for us as your stewards.  

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

O God, we take this time to offer our prayers for TLPC and your church throughout the 

world.  

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Jesus, hear us as we cry out for those who need your justice, healing and freedom from 

poverty and oppression.  

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Heavenly Father, we now lift up those in need of your comfort and healing and renewed 

hope and all other intercessions on our hearts.  

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

We remember with gratitude those who have devotedly passed on to us their faith in you. 

We look forward to the day when we are raised up and join them at the table of our 

Savior and Lord.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 


