
August 30, 2015 Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost  (Back to School Sunday) 

 

WELCOME  

 Back to School Sunday    

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister)  

 

Today we celebrate “Back-to-School Sunday” as students in local schools return to school tomorrow 

and college students have begun to go to campus as well. We remember and give thanks for those who 

have encouraged us and taught us in faith—parents and other family members, those in our church 

family, and teachers and other educators who have invested their time in us as well. We pray for the 

children and students entrusted to us and for those in all forms of education.  

 

After a moment of reflection, we will continue in worship.  

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

Christ revealed his love to us in this, that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  

Hear, then Christ’s word of grace to us: Our sins are forgiven. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Note to Assisting Minister:  During the months of July and August (and perhaps thereafter), we will be 

altering our prayer practices by providing longer periods of silence between each petition.   

 After each petition, allow time for worshipers to include their own intercessions. Those who pray 

aloud may conclude by saying the prompt:  “Lord, in your mercy,” to which the congregation 

may respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 Please conclude a person’s intercession with “Lord, in your mercy” if the person does not. 

 Please wait for a count of 10 seconds of silence before beginning the next petition.   

 

The petitions will be shorter and perhaps fewer in number.  Through these adaptations we hope to 

encourage people to be more engaged by adding their own prayers, either silently or aloud, after each 

petition and continuing to have opportunity to add other general intercessions later in the prayer time.   

You may help introduce these changes to worshipers using these or similar words: 

 During our prayers, we will allow longer periods of silence between each petition.  The silence 

will allow you to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud, to voice concerns or 

thanksgiving as prompted by that petition.   

 You may end your intercession with “Lord, in your mercy,” to which the congregation will 

respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 There will continue to be time for adding additional prayers toward the end of the petitions.    

 

With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, we pray for the church throughout the world. Give its members the inspiration to be doers of the 

word. Proclaim your grace to their children and their children’s children.  

 



Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for the nations of the world. Give them the courage to seek peace with justice and to set free 

every person who is oppressed.  

 

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those constrained by any sort of oppression, grief, loneliness, or illness.  

 

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all congregations and for TLPC. Inspire and strengthen them to live by your 

commandments and to be your hands in the community. Make them shining lights to the world.  

 

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God, we give thanks for those who have held fast to your commandments, and we look forward to the 

day of reunion when we shall all live upon your holy hill. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING  - As the children of Israel enter the promised land, Moses instructs them to love the 

Lord and to teach God’s law to future generations. Verses 4 and 5 are called the Shema (shuh-mah), 

from the Hebrew word for “hear.” The Shema talks about loving the Lord totally.   

 

Faith is a lifelong journey. This journey is shaped by a commitment to pray, worship, learn, give, and 

serve. How does the Shema or our faith become part of a lifestyle on a daily basis? What examples do 

we have of faithful living?  How do we see, hear, and learn so that we may grow in loving the Lord 

totally and in loving others as we do ourselves? 

 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

 

Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your God charged me to 

teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your 

children and your children’s children, may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and keep all 



his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear 

therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may 

multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has 

promised you.  

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you 

today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when 

you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an 

emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL READING: (Scott)  - Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown 

of Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his identity, purpose, and mission. 

 

Luke 4:14-21 

 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 

through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath 

day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He 

unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 

he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue 

were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.”    

  
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Prayers for Students and Educators 

[to be completed by Scott] 

 

Benediction (Scott) 

 


