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Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 
On a journey with God to Reach, Grow, and Serve  

 

TLPC is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  We welcome you to worship and grow with us as we 
live in God’s amazing grace!  Please join us for fellowship and refreshments after the 
service downstairs in the fellowship hall and let us know how we may serve you.  
 
Supervised childcare for infants is available in the nursery room at the rear of the 
sanctuary. Worship Bags for young children are available at the welcome table in the 
Narthex, the welcome space at the top of the stairs. 
 
Sunday School is offered downstairs in the classroom off the fellowship hall for 
children age 3 through grade 8 following the opening liturgy.  They will re-join us in 
worship for communion. 
 
Sheet music, large print bulletins, and assistive listening devices are available for 
your use.  Please ask an usher for assistance.  Prayer Slips available at the welcome 
table may be placed in the offering plate.   
Please consume food and beverages in the fellowship hall only. 
 
Wednesday 
8:00-9:00am     Men’s Bible Study at Coffee And.   
4:00-5:30pm    Bible Study on the book of James at Church of the Mountains (COM).       
                       Contact Pastor Joanie Tankersley for more info.  
Thursday 
8:00-9:00am    Men’s Breakfast with COM at Jax Diner 
Friday  
10:00am      Hike with COM.  Contact TruckeeHikers@gmail.com. 
 
Lead Pastor, Rev. Scott Trevithick                              rstrevithick@gmail.com                                
Associate Pastor, Rev. Joanie Tankersley        joanie.tankersley@icloud.com 
Worship and Music Planner, Lorelle Banzett                    banzett@sbcglobal.net           
Pianist, Choir Director, Miriam Hoffmann               miriamlh@sbcglobal.net   

 
Truckee Lutheran Presbyterian Church 

Meeting at 11662 Hope Court 
(530) 582-4243      info@tlpc.org      www.tlpc.org 

Like us on Facebook at Truckee Church and Tahoe Truckee Youth Collective 
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 13, 2015 

The pastor or worship leader will read the regular print text.  
The congregation will read/sing the bold text. 

Please stand, as you are able, for sections marked with an asterisk *. 
 
PREPARING TO ENCOUNTER GOD IN WORSHIP 
We invite you to sing or pray as we quiet our minds to hear God’s voice  
and open our hearts to feel God’s presence. 
 
♪ The Spirit of the Lord 
♪ “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” - Sue Fitch, Handbells 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP           Adapted from Psalm 100 
Leader:    Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 
Left side:  Worship the Lord with gladness! 
Right side:  Come into God’s presence with singing! 
Leader:    Know this!  The Lord is God. 
Left side:  Know this! We belong to the Lord who made us. 
Right side:  Know this! We are God’s people, 
                   and the sheep of God’s pasture. 
Leader:    So, enter God’s gates with thanksgiving, 
Left side:  Come into the holy courts with praise. 
Right side:  Give thanks to God and bless God’s holy name. 
Leader:    For the Lord is good; 
Left side:  God’s steadfast love endures forever, 
Right side:  God’s faithfulness is for all generations. 
 
WELCOME  
 
* GATHERING SONG 
♪ Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God,  
through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation,  
and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives.  
Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn  
from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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* CONFESSION  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the creator of wind and rain, field and ocean, 
the bread of life coming down from above, 
the power at work within us and this world. 
Amen.   

Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
Spring of Wisdom,  

we confess that we have not denied ourselves and followed.  
We turn our backs on your outstretched hands 
of grace, and stumble into the arms of the world.  
We speak poisonous gossip about others,  
rather than tell of their glory as your child.  
We fire off words that find no rest  
until they pierce another's heart. 
Forgive us, Rock and Redeemer.  
Give us speech which flows like cool water 
through another's parched spirit; 
give us silence with which to witness your wonders;  
give us words to proclaim Jesus is the Christ,  
our Lord and our Savior, the One who leads us to life.  
Amen.  

 
* ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                
With gentleness, God speaks to us; 
with graciousness, God forgives us; 
with joy, God embraces us. 
With our lips, we praise God; 
with our words, we thank God; 
with our silence, we find God in our hearts.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
* SHARING THE LORD'S PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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All are invited to share a handshake or a hug as a sign of reconciliation and peace, 
saying “Peace be with you.” We do so in the name of Jesus, who offered peace to his disciples when 
they were gathered in fear [John 20] and who extended his life to the point of death to make peace 
with humankind.   

Children age 3 through grade 8 may go to Sunday School. 
 

 
FIRST READING                    James 3:1-12 
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that 
we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us make many mistakes. 
Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in 
check with a bridle. If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, 
we guide their whole bodies. Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes 
strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the 
will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
exploits.  
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is 
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on 
fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every species of beast and 
bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human 
species, but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it 
we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness 

of God.  From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, 
this ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh 
and brackish water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine 
figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God   
 
* PREPARING TO HEAR THE GOOD NEWS 
♪ Spirit of God – vs. 1 
 

*GOSPEL READING                              Mark 8:27-38 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”  And they answered him, “John 

the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”  He asked them, 

“But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he 
sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and 
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be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 

three days rise again.  He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but 
on human things.” 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and 
for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those 
who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
SERMON - “Don’t Play with Fire!” 
Spiritual reflection 

   
SONG IN RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD 
♪ Let It Be Said of Us 
 
* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
When a worshiper concludes a petition with “Lord, in your mercy.”   
Let all respond, “Hear our prayer.”  
 
* GATHERING OF GIFTS  
Our finest offering is our attention, moment by moment and day by day, to God’s purposes for our 
world.  We join our constant efforts to be faithful with these weekly moments of giving that celebrate the 
love with which God surrounds us.  We are God’s children, committed to caring for all of God’s 
creation.   

 
♪ “Amazing Grace” and “Hyfrydol” – Sue Fitch, Handbells 
 
* PRESENTATION OF GIFTS, SONG OF THANKS  
♪ New Doxology 
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* PRAYER OF THANKS  
All around us,  
we are reminded that we are not on our own,  
but our lives intersect with the poor, the hungry, the hopeless,  
our sisters and brothers.   
As we seek to follow you,  
may we share from the abundance you have poured out upon us,  
so all might experience your grace and life.   
In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen. 
 
* GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The pastor continues with the Eucharistic prayer . . .   

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
…For yours is the glory, Almighty God, now and forever, Amen 
 
* LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven.                                                  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  
 We invite all to share in Holy Communion, also known as the Lord’s Supper or the 
Eucharist.  We believe that Jesus Christ is present in and with the elements. We receive this 
sacrament in remembrance of what God has done for us through the  
death and resurrection of Jesus.  
 You may either eat the bread and drink from the common cup of wine (first chalice)  
or hold the bread and dip it in the grape juice (second chalice). Gluten-free wafers are available; just 
give Pastor the “OK” sign as you come forward to receive the bread.   
Children who do not yet receive communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
 Some people wish to receive communion every week, others less often. Please do what is 
meaningful and comfortable for you.  If you prefer to receive communion while seated, indicate this to 
an usher.  
 
COMMUNION SONGS 
♪ Just As I Am 
♪ In My Life, Lord 
 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Giver of all good things,  
In this Eucharist you have filled us 
with the word and the bread of life 
of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Make us hunger now for his coming 
in the hearts and the homes of all. 
Fill us with his spirit of service 
and self-giving love, 
that through us, he may become near to people. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 
♪ Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading – vs. 1-3 
 
PREPARING FOR OUR MISSION IN THE WORLD  
We are called to make Christ known by our words and actions - in our church family,  
in our local community and throughout the world. 
     
* BENEDICTION  
 
* SENDING 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
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* POSTLUDE 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
 
TLPC Worship and Community Notes:   
We thank Sue Fitch for enriching our worship by playing the handbells today. Sue, a newcomer 
to TLPC, is a longtime bell ringer who would like to invite others to play with her.  Sue writes, “I 
have been ringing for many years, however this is my first solo ringing experience.  I would like to 
reestablish a handbell choir at TLPC and am looking for any interested persons.  Prior ringing 
experience not necessary.”  Sue will be available to answer any questions you may have after service 
today or you can contact her by email at sfitch1047@gmail.com.   
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24019. The Prayer of Confession and Assurance of God’s Forgiveness and the Prayer of Thanks 
are from Thom Shuman’s Lectionary Liturgies.  
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