
September 13, 2015 Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost  

 

WELCOME  

 General welcome 

 Sue Fitch playing solo bells today. Thanks to her and to Miriam and Lorelle for their support 

of her; please see note at end of bulletin inviting you to considering playing with Sue.    

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (For the Assisting Minister; Also printed in the bulletin)  

(Say to the congregation,)  

Please join me in praying the Prayer of the Day, which is printed on p. 2 in your order of worship. 

O God,  

through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the cross you 

transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take 

up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (Responsive in bulletin) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Note to Assisting Minister:  During the months of July and August (and perhaps thereafter), we will be 

altering our prayer practices by providing longer periods of silence between each petition.   

 After each petition, allow time for worshipers to include their own intercessions. Those who pray 

aloud may conclude by saying the prompt:  “Lord, in your mercy,” to which the congregation 

may respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 Please conclude a person’s intercession with “Lord, in your mercy” if the person does not. 

 Please wait for a count of 10 seconds of silence before beginning the next petition.   

 

The petitions will be shorter and perhaps fewer in number.  Through these adaptations we hope to 

encourage people to be more engaged by adding their own prayers, either silently or aloud, after each 

petition and continuing to have opportunity to add other general intercessions later in the prayer time.   

You may help introduce these changes to worshipers using these or similar words: 

 During our prayers, we will allow longer periods of silence between each petition.  The silence 

will allow you to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud, to voice concerns or 

thanksgiving as prompted by that petition.   

 You may end your intercession with “Lord, in your mercy,” to which the congregation will 

respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 There will continue to be time for adding additional prayers toward the end of the petitions.    

 

 

With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, we pray for the church throughout the world and for TLPC here in Truckee. Each day, inspire 

the church to continue to demonstrate its faith in word and action.   

 



Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for places affected by storms, floods, and especially by forest fires in the western United States. 

Grant safety to those who rescue and repair, and hope to those whose families, homes, or livelihoods 

have been lost. 

 

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for the nations of the world, their governments, leaders, and citizens, especially refugees 

fleeing for their safety.  Let peace and justice flourish. 

 

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

 

We pray for those who are victims of gossip, false accusations, or threats. Speak a word of healing to 

those who have been hurt by what others say.  

 

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of steadfast love, we remember with joy and thanksgiving all who have taught us to pick up the 

cross boldly. With them, may we bear the life of Christ to those around us.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

FIRST READING  - This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we 

speak to and about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we 

say it is to reflect our faith. 

 

James 3:1-12 

 

 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who teach will 

be judged with greater strictness.  For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in 

speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle.  If we put bits into the mouths of 

horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies.  Or look at ships: though they are so large 



that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of 

the pilot directs.  So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  

  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire!  And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among 

our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself 

set on fire by hell.  For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has 

been tamed by the human species,  but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly 

poison.  With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of 

God.  From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be 

so.  Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water?  Can a fig tree, my 

brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. 

 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL READING: (Scott)  - This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the 

first human being in the narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the 

Messiah Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting 

discipleship and the cross. 

Mark 8:27-38 
 

 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that I am?”  And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; 

and still others, one of the prophets.”  He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered 

him, “You are the Messiah.”  And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 

elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.  He said all this 

quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But turning and looking at his 

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, 

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it 

profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their 

life?  Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them 

the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

  
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Benediction (Scott) 

 


