
September 20, 2015 17th Sunday After Pentecost  

 

WELCOME  
 

PRAYER FOR PEACE (For the Assisting Minister; Also printed in the bulletin)  
Say to the congregation,  
Please join me in praying the Prayer of the Day, which is printed on p. 2 in your order of worship. 

 
God of hope and peace,  

God of life and love, you broke into the world 

not with the clamor of battle but with the cry of a tiny babe; 

now break into the lives of your children around the world 

that this might be a day of peace. 

May all your children be open to the indwelling of your Holy Spirit 

that we might be converted from violence to your peace. 

Thus transformed, may we convert our weapons of destruction 

into implements of healing and production 

so that all your children know justice, wholeness, and well-being. 

We pray in the name of that tiny babe, Jesus the Christ,  

the Prince of Peace. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (Responsive in bulletin) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   

Note to Assisting Minister:  During the months of July and August (and perhaps thereafter), we will be 

altering our prayer practices by providing longer periods of silence between each petition.   

 After each petition, allow time for worshipers to include their own intercessions. Those who pray 

aloud may conclude by saying the prompt:  “Lord, in your mercy,” to which the congregation 
may respond, “Hear our prayer.”  

 Please conclude a person’s intercession with “Lord, in your mercy” if the person does not. 

 Please wait for a count of 10 seconds of silence before beginning the next petition.   
 

The petitions will be shorter and perhaps fewer in number.  Through these adaptations we hope to 
encourage people to be more engaged by adding their own prayers, either silently or aloud, after each 

petition and continuing to have opportunity to add other general intercessions later in the prayer time.   
You may help introduce these changes to worshipers using these or similar words:  

 During our prayers, we will allow longer periods of silence between each petition.  The silence 

will allow you to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud, to voice concerns or 
thanksgiving as prompted by that petition.   

 You may end your intercession with “Lord, in your mercy,” to which the congregation will 
respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 There will continue to be time for adding additional prayers toward the end of the petitions.    

 

 

With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
God’s creation.  



A brief silence. 

Gracious God, we pray for the church in its many expressions. We pray for TLPC and for your Church 
around the world.   
 

Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
We give thanks for the time of harvest; we thank you for farmers, gardeners, farmers markets, and 

community gardens. We pray for healing of the Earth—we pray for precious rain and for the safety of 
those who fight fires. . .  

  
Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for the leaders of all nations. Guide leaders to work for the good of all people.  
 
Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for the peace of Christ which passes all understanding to enter and fill our hearts. We pray for 
patience to listen well and for the courage to speak the truth in love.  

 
Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for children in this congregation and community and for all those in need.  
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
Pause as instructed above (for each petition) 
Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

 (Pastor:) Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
Amen. 

 
 

FIRST READING (For Lector) - Paul urges the Christians at Philippi to rejoice, to be thankful, and 
to dwell on everything worthy of praise. 

 

Philippians 4:4-9 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 

Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 



thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the 
God of peace will be with you. 

The Word of the Lord.    

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*GOSPEL READING (Scott) Luke 5:12-16 

Once, when he was in one of the cities, there was a man covered with leprosy. When he saw Jesus, he 

bowed with his face to the ground and begged him, ‘Lord, if you choose, you can make me clean.’ Then 
Jesus stretched out his hand, touched him, and said, ‘I do choose. Be made clean.’ Immediately the 
leprosy left him. And he ordered him to tell no one. ‘Go’, he said, ‘and show yourself to the priest, and, 

as Moses commanded, make an offering for your cleansing, for a testimony to them.’ But now more 
than ever the word about Jesus spread abroad; many crowds would gather to hear him and to be cured of 

their diseases. But he would withdraw to deserted places and pray.  
 

SECOND GOSPEL READING (Scott)   Matthew 18:15-20 

 ‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are 

alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or 
two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 

witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to 
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly I tell you, 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for 
you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’  

  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
Benediction (Attributed to St. Francis; printed in bulletin) 
 


