
TLPC READINGS & PRAYERS, Sunday, September 27, 2015 
 

 

NOTE: The Assisting Minister will lead the following Invitation to Worship: 

 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP   (based on 1 Corinthians 13:4-8)         
Love is patient; love is kind. 

God is patient; God is kind.  

Love is not selfish; 

God is not selfish. 

Love is not easily angered; love keeps no record of wrongs 

God is not easily angered; God keeps no record of wrongs. 

Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes. 

God always protects, always trusts, always hopes.  

Love never fails. 

God never fails.  

 

NOTE to Assisting Minister. The Pastor will explain the following information in 

the Welcome and it will also be written in the Worship Notes. As the Assisting 

Minister, we want you to understand the changes we’ve made. The change that 

relates to you is how we’re doing the Prayers of the People so please read that 

carefully.  

 

NOTES for the WELCOME  

We want you to be aware of two changes in our service beginning today.  

 

FIRST, we are making a change in our order of worship.  

* Did you all find a prayer request card in your bulletin? We’re offering these cards 

so that you may write a request to put in the offering basket later in the service.  

* You’ll note that you may indicate if the request is only for a pastor. 

OR if you would like the prayer team to pray also.  

* You’ll be invited to place your prayer request in the offering basket.  

* Because of this opportunity, the Gathering of Gifts will immediately follow the 

Song of Response and before the Prayers of the People.  

 

SECONDLY, we’re shifting how we offer the Prayers of the People.  

* The Pastor will conclude the Song of Thanks with a prayer, thanking God for 

both the monetary gifts and the written prayer requests.  

* Instead of praying a series of individual petitions on various topics, the 

Assisting Minister will invite everyone to pray for the church, the community, the 

world and all those in need, including our personal petitions.  

* Right after that we’ll provide an open time for anyone to pray about any of 

these topics.  

* Anyone who has written a prayer request may choose to pray that request 

aloud during this time as well.  

* At the end of each prayer – whether praise or petition – the person will say, 



“Lord, in your mercy,” and the congregation’s response will be “Hear our 

prayer.”  

* So instead of taking time after EACH petition, we encourage everyone to pray 

aloud for all the various prayer concerns, including our own personal petitions…. 

…..always remembering that God calls us to pray for the needs of our world in 

addition to our own needs.   

* We will then have an open time of prayer for all these topics.  

* Those who have written a prayer request may choose to pray that request aloud 

during this time as well.  

* At the end of each prayer – whether praise or petition – the person will say, 

“Lord, in your mercy,” and the congregation’s response will be “Hear our 

prayer.”  

* So instead of having silence after each petition, we are encouraging everyone to 

pray aloud for all the various prayer concerns, including our own personal 

petitions.  

* Sequence in worship: The ushers will bring forward the Communion elements 

and the offering plates. The offering plates will have any prayer requests that 

worshipers have written. The Assisting Minister (AM) and pastor will receive 

these from the ushers and hold them while the pastor prays, thanking God for both 

the monetary gifts and the prayer requests.  

After the prayer, the AM and pastor will place the plates and Communion 

elements on the Communion Table/Altar and then the AM will introduce the 

Prayers of the People as he or she and the pastor stand behind the table. 

 

  

 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE  

 

Introduction/Instructions for the congregation: Say something like the following in 

your own words to introduce the prayers:  

 We are invited into a time of prayer to express our thanks, to pray for concerns of 

ourselves and others for the church, for the world and for those in need. 

 We are invited to include our joys and thanksgivings, our sorrows and burdens as 

we pray either silently or aloud.   

 If you pray aloud, please conclude your petition with the phrase, “Lord, in your 

mercy, to which we will all respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

Begin the time of prayer using these or similar words:  

 

 Lord, hear us as we offer you our joys and thanksgivings and the concerns of our 

hearts. . . or 

 Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray, so we offer these petitions in 

his name. . .  or 



 God our Creator, guide us by your Holy Spirit, that these prayers may serve your 

will and show your love for the world. . . or  

 Mighty God, whose Word we trust and whose Spirit enables us to pray, hear our 

requests as we pray them silently or aloud. . .   

You of course may include your own prayers during the time of open prayer. 

The pastor will conclude the time of prayer.  

 

 

FIRST READING - Our first reading is from James chapter 2. After Jesus’ resurrection 

and ascension into heaven, his brother, James became the rather fiery pastor of the 

Jerusalem Church. In our passage today, James lays out some non-negotiable principles 

for Christians that on the one hand may be hard to swallow but when rightly understood 

truly set us free to be the people God always intended us to be. Listen for God’s Word 

from James chapter 2, verses 8-13. 

 

James 2:8-13 (NLT)  
 

Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as found in the Scriptures: “Love 

your neighbor as yourself.” But if you favor some people over others, you are committing 

a sin. You are guilty of breaking the law. For the person who keeps all of the laws except 

one is as guilty as a person who has broken all of God’s laws. For the same God who 

said, “You must not commit adultery,” also said, “You must not murder.” So if you 

murder someone but do not commit adultery, you have still brother the law. So whatever 

you say or whatever you do, remember that you will be judged by the law that sets you 

free. There will be no mercy for those who have not shown mercy to others. But if you 

have been merciful to others, God will be merciful when he judges you.  

 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
  

 

 

* GOSPEL READING                      

 

1 John 4:7-11 (NLT)  

 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a 

child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know God, because 

God is love. God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the 

world so that we might live through him. This is real love: not that we loved God, but that 

he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. Dear friends, since God 

loved us that much, we surely ought to love one another.   

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  



 
 
 
 


