
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, Sept. 6, 2015 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Note to Assisting Minister:  During the months of July and August (and perhaps 

thereafter), we will be altering our prayer practices by providing longer periods of 

silence between each petition.   

 After each petition, allow time for worshipers to include their own intercessions. 

Those who pray aloud may conclude by saying the prompt:  “Lord, in your 

mercy,” to which the congregation may respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 Please conclude a person’s intercession with “Lord, in your mercy” if the person 

does not. 

 Please wait for a count of 10 seconds of silence before beginning the next 

petition.   

 

The petitions will be shorter and perhaps fewer in number.  Through these adaptations 

we hope to encourage people to be more engaged by adding their own prayers, either 

silently or aloud, after each petition and continuing to have opportunity to add other 

general intercessions later in the prayer time.   

You may help introduce these changes to worshipers using these or similar words: 

 During our prayers, we will allow longer periods of silence between each petition.  

The silence will allow you to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud, to 

voice concerns or thanksgiving as prompted by that petition.   

 You may end your intercession with “Lord, in your mercy,” to which the 

congregation will respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

There will continue to be time for adding additional prayers toward the end of the 

petitions.    

 

 

With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity extended to all people, let us pray 

for the church, for TLPC, our community and our world. 

 

A brief silence.  

 

Our loving Lord, we pray for the church and for our congregation at TLPC, that we will 

regard all people with dignity, respect and compassion as those created in your image.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 



Our Creator God, we pray that as your people, we will become much more diligent in 

restoring your creation, so that we leave a more beautiful and sustainable world to the 

next generation. 

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Our wise God, we pray for an end to the global brutality that violates human persons 

whom you love.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Jesus, we pray for those whom we love and care about who are afflicted or suffering 

body, soul or spirit.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Hear our intercessions whether aloud or in the quiet of our own hearts.  

 

Faithful God, we give thanks for all who have shown us the way of walking with you and 

ask that we, too, will be strong faith models to the next generation.  

 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, gracious God, we entrust all for whom we pray, believing your goodness 

and mercy abounds to all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

FIRST READING - Listen carefully to our first reading from Ephesians, chapter two. 

Until Jesus preached the Good News of God’s love for all people, the Jews strongly 

discriminated against all others whom they called Gentiles. Although this text refers to 

Jews and Gentiles, the meaning for us is clear: Jesus’ death has signaled an end to any 

human system that suggests God favors some people over others. This is God’s Word…. 

 

Ephesians 2:11-18 
 

Don’t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called “uncircumcised 

heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, even though it affected 

only their bodies and not their hearts. For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He 

united Jews and Gentiles into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke 

down the wall of hostility that separated us….and our hostility toward each other was put 



to death. Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of 

what Christ has done for us. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

SECOND READING - In our second reading James, the brother of Jesus and a strong 

leader in the Jerusalem church, warns Christians not to fall back into the sin of 

favoritism. Although James talks about the discrimination of pandering to the rich and 

demeaning the poor, his message applies to any form of favoritism. The Gospel says that 

true faith in Christ means obeying the royal law of love. Listen for God’s word from 

James chapter two.  

 

James 2:1-8 

 

My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus 

Christ if you favor some people over others? For example, suppose someone comes into 

your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who 

is poor and dressed in dirty clothes. If you give special attention and a good seat to the 

rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can stand over there, or else sit on the 

floor”—well, doesn’t this discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil 

motives? Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters, hasn’t God chosen the poor in this world 

to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to 

those who love him? But you dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and 

drag you into court? Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, whose noble name 

you bear? Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as found in the Scriptures: 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.”  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 


